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Opening Round

Welcome to the Autumn issue, when
the leaves fall, the nights draw in,

and every supermarket in Britain has
decided we want to drink pumpkin
flavoured lager. Why anyone should
want that is beyond me, when they
could enjoy a proper pint of real ale,
something brewed with actual flavour
and not designed by a marketing
department.

That's why this magazine exists. To
remind people that beer doesn't have
to be a cold, fizzy disappointment
poured by the mile into plastic cups
at a football ground. It can be glori-
ous, rich, warm, and alive. Real ale is
basically proof that we still know how
to make something properly in this
country, despite all evidence to the
contrary.

Of course, producing a magazine
like this requires a certain amount of
money. Which is why we're always on
the lookout for advertisers.
Breweries, pubs, or even a business

that just likes beer and wants to be
associated with people who actu-
ally enjoy life, we'd love to have you
on board. You'll be speaking directly
to thousands of thirsty readers who
are not only passionate about beer
but are probably halfway to the bar
as you read this. It's cheaper than
you think, more effective than stick-
ing posters on bus shelters, and far,
far more fun than paying for social
media.

So enjoy this Autumn issue. It's
packed with stuff | think you'll enjoy
and all the reasons why beer is still
better than wine, gin, and whatever
monstrosity they're currently calling
a cocktail. And if you do happen to
have a business that belongs in these
pages, we'd be delighted to make
room for you. After all, without your
support, the only thing flowing freely
this autumn may be the rain.

Steven Pejica
editor@hos.camra.org.uk

KCAM RA
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Heart of Staffordshire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2

Hannah, Paul & the team invite you to visit the
The Swan Inn at Whiston, CAMRA Award Winning
Pub nestled down a country lane near Penkridge
and a popular stop off point for CAMRA
members, cyclists, walkers and the local farming
community.

Whiston, Penkridge, Staffordshire, ST19 5QH
T: 01785 716200

E: bookings@swanwhiston.co.uk
www.swanwhiston.co.uk

PV, LA

Instagram: royaloakchurcheaton

Dedicated Bar

5 Real Ales on at all times
Large selection of traditional
Cider's

Bar Menu & snacks including
Cobs, Pork Pies, Sausage Rolls
Cosy open fire

Darts, Dominoes, Cards & Pool
Table

Separate Lounge & Restaurant
Large Beer Garden
Campervans welcome




Pub & Brewery News

In Bradley: Davenports have re-
opened The Red Lion

In Church Eaton: The Royal Oak now
accepts CAMRA discount vouchers.
One per person per visit

In Gnosall: The Navigation is report-
ed to have had a refurbishment. The

Horns has re-opened but no cask ale
reported as yet

In Haughton: The Bell has opened
after a refurbishment

In Stafford: The Shrewsbury Arms
has been refurbished and is looking
good. The Market Vaults has new
licensees who are looking to have
more real ale on the bar. The Knot
and Plough has been transformed
into the 'Woodies' concept with the
emphasis on families. The Pickled Pig
offers 10% CAMRA discount.

In Stone: The Pheasant has closed
and is being advertised by Stonegate

In Yarlet: The Greyhound has under-
gone a transformation into a Steak-
house Bar & Grill and opened in mid
August

Lymestone
BREWERY
Lymestone Brewery
The Old Brewery, Mount Road,
Stone, ST15 8LL

lymestonebrewery.net

The brewery celebrated their 17th
birthday on the 2nd September.
There was an oompah band and hog
roast helping the celebrations along.

They are concentrating on their core
range for Autumn but watch out for a
winter seasonal brew a bit later on.

Fancy a beer subscription? You can
receive a case of beer delivered to
your door.

Details at:
lymestonebrewery.net

YOUR pub or brewery news could be on these pages in our next edition
new openings, new publicans, new beers, special events, beer festivals
We'd love to spread the word - both here and on our social media

Drop an email to editor@hos.camra.org.uk




Tucked away in the village of
Moddershall, The Boar Innis
a charming countryside pub
offering five well-kept real ales,
set beside a scenic duck pond.

Popular with locals and families
as well as walkers, there is plen-
ty of outside seating to enjoy on
those sunny Summer days.

Entering the pub, you are con-
fronted by a small bar with a
room to either side as well as a
larger room at the rear of the
building.

Food is served in the evenings on
certain days of the week - please
check before travelling.

They have a regular quiz night as well
as other regular events which are
always well supported.

With its warm hospitality and great
beer, The Boar Innis a hidden gem
perfect for an afternoon or eveningin
the Staffordshire countryside.

The Boar Inn
Moddershall, ST15 8TG
facebook: TheBoarinnModdershall

The Boar Inn, Moddershall
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Meet the Publican

Here we pose ten questions to Sandra & Matt Bunn, who recently took over
the Market Vaults in Stafford

What inspired you to run a pub?

We have both previously run pubs, and Matt has worked in catering/
hospitality for most of his working life. We felt like this was a good
time for us to get back into something we really love doing

( I
Why should people come to your pub?

We want to ensure that everyone who comes to visit us has a
great experience, we strive to create a friendly and welcoming

atmosphere and in time we will be offering a great selection of
food as well

\_ )
4 N\
What will we find behind the bar to delight our tastebuds?

We currently stock Wainwrights gold and will have Directors
Courage available very soon. There hasn't been many ales
previously but we are both passionate about ales so we will be
building that back with guest ales and giving our customers the
chance to vote on what next

- J
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Do you have any regular or occasional events?

We do, we have a Quiz Night every other Wednesday and an
open Mic night every other Sunday. In time we will be bringing
back live music events

-

What are the best & worst parts of the job?
One of the best parts for us is interacting with our customers,
we've found that it has such a wonderful community feel, and we
feel like we've know some of the regulars for years, it's a joy to see
people having fun and enjoying themselves.
| think the worst part is probably the long hours of standing, and
cleaning up at the end of the night, but it's worth it so we don’t mind

SN

A

You have some time off — what do you do?

We spend our free time with family, we have 4 children and 1
granddaughter, so enjoying some down time with them is our
priority.

We are also Beekeepers so we spend some of our free time looking
after our bees and collecting Honey )

Any funny moments you can share?

| can't think of anything but, people will see very quickly that I'm
(Sandra) very clumsy, so | am bound to be a great source of
entertainment!

What three words best describe your pub?

Friendly Welcoming Fun.

How could CAMRA (local & national) help support you?
We would love to know what some great ales are to start getting

onsale

Tell us you best (or worst) pub joke

>

An Englishman, an Irishman and a Scotsman walk into a pub
The barman says ‘Is this some kind of a joke?’

J

If you run a pub in the Heart of Staffordshire area
and would like to take part in a future ‘Meet the Publican’ feature,
please get in touch: webmaster@hos.camra.org.uk

~

J
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Beer Festival Rackin(
& Gooling Solutions

Up 1o 36 x 9g Casks, Handpulls and Bar Unils also available

www.redroosterevents.co.uk \EVENTS
darren@redroosterevents.co.uk

Contact Red Rooster Events Ltd {M
07896 664084 QED QEDSTER
N



Champion Beer of Britain 2025

Mild by Penzance Brewing Co has been crowned CAMRA's Champion Beer of
Britain 2025 at the Great British Beer Festival in the NEC Birmingham.

The long-standing CAMRA award is
one of the most coveted and well-re-
spected cask beer competitions in
the world, putting the winner firmly in
both the UK-wide and international
spotlight

A dozen finalists were whittled down
to the Gold, Silver and Bronze winners
by the expert judging panel.

Each year kicks off with individual
nominations from CAMRA members
and volunteer tasting panels, then
regional competitions. Every round of
judging uses a strict blind tasting pol-
icy.

Richard Hickman and Lewis Elliott of
Penzance (pictured, from left, above)
said: “It's quite overwhelming. I'm re-
ally glad the style has come back. It's
down to the founder of our brewery
Peter Elvin and his nephew Rob, who
showed me the ropes. | can't believe
we are here right now, its mad!”

Judging coordinator Christine Cryne
described Mild as: “The aroma of this
classic dark mild has all the enticing
aromas one would expect. Choco-
late and sweet cocoa on the nose.
Chocolate, sultanas and dry roast on
the palate where the gentle pleasant
sweetness is balanced by a roasty,
subtle, dry bitterness. Packs a lot of
flavour for a 3.6 per cent beer!”

CAMRA awards director Gary Tim-
mins said: “I'm over the moon for

Penzance, with Mild being a deserv-
ing Champion Beer of Britain. From
CAMRA members nominating their
favourites, through to those tough
regional rounds, to the final panel of
judges, this is a vigorous and fiercely
independent competition, and Mild
has come out on top.

Overall Winners:

Gold: Penzance : Mild

Silver: Sarah Huges : Snowflak-
Bronze: Church End : Fallen Ange

The winners of the Champion Bottled
Beer of Britain were also announced
with St Austell's Proper Job claiming
Gold.

Judges described it as: “The forerun-
ner of many New World IPAs. A gor-
geous looking gold coloured IPA with
strong, fruity nose and a perfect bal-
ance of biscuit, citrus fruits and bitter
hops, with an ABV of 5.5 per cent this
is a beer to savour and enjoy.”
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The
Keclhian

A traditional pub
with amazing prices

Open Noon-| Ipm every day

Four rotating real ales

Over 70 scotches, whiskies &
ryes

More than 100 gins
20 brandies & 30 rums
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The Ecclian .
27 High St, Eccleshall ST21 6BW The Ecclian

Find Us on Facebook Beers, ales, wines, Spirits
The Ecclian
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History under the Hammer

CAMRA'’s 29th National Breweriana auction returns to Burton-on-Trent's

Town Hall on Saturday 25 October

It will have circa 150 lots covering
everything from mirrors to trays:
advertising signs, water jugs, flagons,
bottles, books and pump clips as well
as more unusual items. Plus there will
be stands selling brewery memora-
bilia adding to the atmosphere in the
Victorian venue.

What about a Guinness clock or a
plate from Lincolnshire's Batemans
brewery (pictured)? The plate was is-
sued to its employees after the brew-
ery was saved from closure in 1987.
One of the key components to saving
the brewery was its XXXB winning
CAMRA's Champion Beer of Britain,
resulting in full order books.

As always, there are a number of ad-
vertising display cards including two
from London’s Barclay Perkins (set
up in 1616 and merged with Courage
in 1955) and one from the less known
Simpson's of Baldock, Hertfordshire.
The brewery was founded in the
1730s and renamed Simpson’s in 1853
when it was bought by Joseph and
Thomas George Simpson. To avoid
death duties, the business was sold
to Greene King, with 130 pubs, in 1954
for £525,000 and closed in 1965.

Another item from Barclay Perkins is
a corked bottle of imperial Russian
stout, probably 70 years old. Other
lots from past London brewing giants
are two Toby jugs from Charringtons,
which was known for its Toby jug logo.

Two items, you can either use or more
likely display, are trays from Wad-
worth of Devizes (founded in 1875 and
still in family hands) and Tennants.
This is not the better known Scottish
Tennents brewery but an operation
established by two brothers in 1840

in Sheffield. It was acquired by Whit-
bread in 1961 with 700 tied houses
becoming Whitbread East Pennines
but closed in 1993.

You don’'t have to be an expert to
attend the National Breweriana Auc-
tion and the event is great fun to take
part in or even just to watch. And, of
course, like any CAMRA event, there
is some good beer on sale all day
(from a local brewery).

Bidding starts at noon and is normally
finished by 3pm. Entrance is by cata-
logue (£3), available on the day.

Timothy Hampson
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Keep Cask Alive

CAMRA are supporting the
campaign to get cask beer listed
with UNESCO as Intangible Cultural
Heritage.

The campaign, started by the Craft
Beer Channel, is asking the UK

Government to support an applica-
tion to UNSECO for cask beer to be
included on their Heritage Register.

The aimis to get 100,000 signatures -
on the petition., so that the petition Sign the petition to help cask beer

will be considered for debate in ‘earn UHEEEGM ; Sterti
Parlaiment. R : _.'m 3':"._ _I:us_

The Craft Beer Channel revealed the UNSECO petition as E ..!1'- E
part of their Keep Cask Alive video campaign, which . % E*I
CAMRA has sponsored. ﬁ

You can sign the petition by clicking on the QR code E 1

PROUDLY SHIPPED
POTTERIES

——

TITANIC

BREWERY

Find your nearest Titanic Pub or order online at
www.titanicbrewery.co.uk




Potteries Branch

October Wed. 15" - Sat. 18"

140 Beers. 40 Ciders. Foreign Bottled Beers.
Commemorative Glass. Food. Entertainment.

WEDNESDAY 15th For more information about E -
12pm - 4pm the festival. See websites

Trade Session & CAMRA members ONLY. CAMRA Potteries Website
6pm - 11pm Open to everyone.  Polleries.camra.org.uk

THURSDAY 16th FACEBOOK Pag_;es .

12pm - dpm & 6pm - 11pm Stoke Beer & Cider Festival

ERIDAY 17th ADMISSION.

12pm - 4pm & 6pm - 11pm  See web or Ticket sites

SATURDAY 18th Afternoon £5 Evening £10

12pm - 4pm & 6pm - 11pm  Concessions for CAMRA members For M

In partnersh]p with the Scan QR Code
Stoke-on-Trent 1{}Uth Anniversary Celebrations

EIAMRA




News from the Potteries Branch

40th Stoke Beer & Cider Festival
15 - 18 October 2025

Our main aim of the festival is to offer a great time and great beers and ciders
to the thousands who visit us each year, whilst celebrating our 40th festival
back at the Kings Hall after so many years (This is thanks to the Stoke-on-
Trent city council support during their 100-year celebrations) and sponsors,
such as HopBack Brewery, local Brewers Titanic and others, with their best
deals for their ales (look out for their banners around the Kings Hall balcony).

Ultimately, we try to raise awareness of real ale to as many people as possi-
ble, encouraging them to ‘try’ the variety of beers (140 casks) and 40 ciders in
thirds or halves. Look out for this year's celebratory festival glass to commem-
orate the occasion.

The Potteries CAMRA area has a wide selection of pubs and clubs offering
quality beers, spanning locations from the Robin Hood in Ashley to the Black
Lake Inn near Meir Heath, from the Swan at Betley to Gresley Arms in Alsager’s
Bank, from the Ash Inn at Mow Cop to Village Tavern in Wolstanton. Our Staf-
fordshire Moorlands sub-branch is progressing towards independence, and we
plan to continue collaborating with them. We will be on stage together on
Continued...

16 | Beer at Heart | CAMRA Potteries Branch | potteries.camra.org.uk



Saturday 18th October, at around 3pm,
to award our pubs and clubs of the year,
voted by our respective members.

In addition, we will be presenting an

award for services to real ale, named in

honour of Barry Underwood, our sadly FREE
missed branch president. :
In the Potteries area we have some of EN I RY
the best real ale establishments in the

County, over the years some of our pubs ...to CAMRA-run festivals

have won Staffordshire pub of the year, from 2026.

|n<?lud|ng the Blue Bell (Kidsgrove), Swan Join CAMRA tia.a member taday
(Bignall End), Congress (Longton), Holy and you'll have access to CAMRA-
Inadequate (Etruria), Earl Grey (Leek) ;-:'izzﬂerfﬁthuls around the UK in
who went on to win the West Midlands ‘completely free of charge!
Regional Pub of the year. : ..I_ph.cﬁmn;pduy_ |

We are here to help you enjoy your : camra.org.uk/join

festival experience, you can help us by
being patient with everyone serving
beers, ciders, gins etc, as well as our
door staff stewards, who are volunteers,
many for their first time.

Thank you and enjoy the festival.

Our Autumn Pub of the Season
Museum, Newcastle

This will be the last STOKE beer festival,

but we will of course have others, under the
banner of Potteries Beer & Cider Festival,
whether in venues around the Potteries or
indeed groups of pubs in some of the towns.

(CAMRA

Potteries
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Free Entry at CAMRA beer festivals

Anyone joining up as CAMRA members at Stoke 40th Beer and Cider Festival
at the Kings Hall, Stoke, not only receive beer vouchers for 2 Free pints, but from
1st January 2026 they will be eligible along with existing CAMRA members, to
attend any CAMRA beer festival in the UK for free.

Are you a Moorlands CAMRA member?

If you live in the Moorlands area or would prefer to be registered as a Moorlands
member, you will need to get in touch with membership services at CAMRA HQ
to inform them of your preferences. This can be important to make sure you
receive branch members emails and notifications of meetings and social events
and especially when the Moorlands and Potteries branches ask their members
to cast votes for Pub of the Year or Club of the Year, etc.

You can contact CAMRA HQ by post, email or phone at:

CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts, AL1 4L W
camra@camra.org.uk 01727 867201

Are you receiving emails from CAMRA?

If not, you won't receive emails about voting etc. This may be because you opt-
ed out when you renewed your membership, which you should be able to fix by
going online and unticking a box. But if this doesn’t work, or if you didn’'t opt out,
but still don't receive emails, you'll need to call the membership department at
CAMRA using the number above.

Beer scores and awards in the Potteries

Scoring real ale and registering that score using the CAMRA website is one of
the easiest ways as a CAMRA member you can help out. Members rating the
quality of real ale served in pubs and clubs, are helping the branch (in part) to
decide which pubs should be included in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide.

Forthcoming events
Do join us for the presentation of Pub of the Season (Autumn 2025) to the
Museum pub in Newcastle, on Saturday 6th September at 2:30pm.

Andy Parkin Rob Jackson

Chair Webmaster & Pubs Officer (CAMRA

Potteries
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50 years ago

Paul Mudge looks back on Stafford and Stone CAMRA during autumn 1975

It was “start 8pm prompt” on Thurs-
day 11th September 1975 for the
Stafford and Stone Branch Campaign
Meeting at the Railway Inn, Castle
Street, Stafford which was “including
selection of entries for 1976 GOOD
BEER GUIDE". Licensees having a
pub for many years (before the 1989
Beer Orders) and branch members
using more pubs made the selection
process easier than it is nowadays.

During autumn 1975 Stafford and
Stone CAMRA Branch introduced
Sunday cycle trips with the destina-
tions decided the previous Thursday
evening and displayed on the Branch
notice board to the right of the fire-
place in the Bar of Stafford's Railway
Inn. Weston and the Haywoods were
reached on September Sundays and
one of the more ambitious lunchtimes
was on 23rd November with youngish
members cycling to the Village Tavern
at Outwoods, the Rising Sun at Brom-
stead (both Marstons), the Royal Oak
(Wem) and Swan (Joules) in Church
Eaton. Of those four only the Royal
Oak remains a pub, now a community
owned one.

Stafford and Stone Branch members
enjoyed a Banks's Brewery Visit dur-
ing the afternoon of Wednesday 1st
October, fifty years before it was due
to be closed by Carlsberg. During
the evening they got round several
Wolverhampton town centre pubs,
the Posada being the one that has
survived and changed least.

A coach hired by the branch left
Stafford's Railway Inn at 4.30pm on
Saturday 25th October “calling at
CAMRA's first pub the White Gates
at Hyde and then on to central Man-
chester” with tickets at 90p. CAMRA
Real Ale Investments Ltd, with shares
mostly bought by CAMRA members,
owned several traditional pubs until
1983. Branch Chairman John Bennett
helpfully provided an A3 sized guide
Continued...
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to central Manchester with hand
drawn street map and brief details
of twelve pubs offering a then im-
pressive range of real ales from eight
brewers. Only many years later was
it noticed that John's several words
for the tiny Circus Tavern on Portland
Street included "Magnificent micro-
pub” which is thought to be the first
ever use of "micropub” that became
common parlance only after Martyn
Hillier opened his Butchers Arms in
Herne as a micropub thirty years lat-
er. There is no truth in the rumour that
“The term micropub was originally
devised by the Campaign for Real Ale
in the 1976 edition of its Good beer
Guide".
The Midland Beer Festival was held
at Birmingham's original Bingley Hall
on Friday 31st October and Satur-
day 1st November 1975, eight years
before the Great British Beer Festival

used the venue. Several Stafford and
Stone Branch members volunteered
there, some from‘set up’ to 'take
down’, with two also having the role of
nightwatchmen. A couple of local po-
licemen would check if everything was
alright in the early hours of the morn-
ing and take quite an interest in the
beers! It was one of the earliest beer
festivals to offer a specially designed
festival glass.

Being “one of the finest areas of
Britain for choice” of good beer, the
Black Country was chosen again for
a Branch coach trip on Friday 28th
November.

Draught Bass was appearing in more
Stafford pubs and by late autumn
1975 it was reported not only at the
Unicorn, Lammascote Road but also
in the Victoria, Browning Street, the
Coach and Horses, Mill Bank and the
Dog and Partridge, South Walls.
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Proudly Serving
The Heart of Staffordshire

Locally brewed Black Country Ales & guest ales from across the UK

~ THE BIRD IN HAND THE HORSE & JOCKEY
Penkridge

Stafford
Froudly Brewingin Buy our bottles, tours
Follw Bick Couty Resn & merchandise from
T orvous pepl P aneer shopblackcountryales.com

Is your local pub under threat?

“AMBA R as tne tools to helg WL cavie |t

camra.org.uk/saveyourlocal
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TO ENSURE THE CONTINUED PRODUCTION OF THIS MAGAZINE
WE ARE LOOKING FOR

ADVERTIGSERS

N

AVAILABLE ON-LINE AND IN PUBS AND CLUBS ALL OVER
THE HEART OF STAFFORDSHIRE BRANCH AREA AND BEYOND
- WITH ADVERTS COSTING AS LITTLE AS £35 -
WHAT BETTER WAY TO REACH YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE?
CONTACT EDITOR@HOS.CAMRA.ORG.UK FOR MORE INFO



On the Buses: 841

Back on the 841, Paul Dykta ventures as far as Bramshall

Hi folks, still on the 841. First stop is Barton-under-Needwood, a cracking
the Butchers arms in Bramshall and bit of engineering it was too.
struth it's hot! Nardyne tells me they've been there

since May and are hop-
ing to build the place up.
Well, they've started on
the right foot. One point:
on the way there, after
the bus leaves the main
road and enters Bram-
shall, it will turn right. This
is the time to ring the
bell, as the pub is close.
For those who don't
know, ringing the bell
asks the driver to stop
at the next stop.

Three ales on offer; Bass, TT's Land-
lord and St. Austell Tribute. So it was
Tribute for me and Bass for Hilly. As |
said, it's hot, so a shaded seat out-

side. What a view (beyond the hous-
es) to have a drink by and, of course
lunch; a light fish and chips and scam- B
pi for her that follows me.

While waiting Nardyne the landla-
dy came out to have a word, | had
given the young barman a few of
these mags and told him what | was

doing there. He, by the way, seemed Time to cross the road to get the bus
amazed that neither | nor Hilly drive back for our second attempt at the
and never have. He then inquired Cock (Inn). Again, we arrived 15 min-
where the bus stop might be (it's out-  ytes before opening time at 16:00, but
side the pub). this time we found the church door
Anyway, whist having a second drink open and ventured inside. Well worth
in came a steam traction engine from  a visit. continued...
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Now to the Cock, and another warm
welcome, even though we did disturb
their interview the last time we were
here. TT's Landlord and the Mighty
Cock from Uttoxeter were on offer.
The third pump had its clip reversed.
That said, the Mighty Cock was spot
on. But alas, the bus calls (we've al-
ways had trouble with last buses).

P.S. I've had a remark from the editor
that I've only visited two pubs. Wait
till he's in his seventies and has a 45
minute bus ride!

J o
Check the CAMRA website
for pub opening times as well as
bus timetables as they can both
change according to the day

If you have a favourite jaunt on
public transport and would like to
share it in a future issue, please
getin touch
by email to
editor@hos.camra.org.uk

The Red Lion
Great Chatwell

17th Century country pub offering
quality cask ales and traditional
pub grub set in the South Staffs
countryside

.........
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email: redlionfreehouse@gmail.com
facebook: thelionroarsagain
Bun Lane, Great Chatwell TF10 9BJ

" ~ A village pub with 8 courtyand

I beer gardan, s
\Open 7 days & week, serving
cask ales and bears,
Welcoming real fire and dog

. friendty,
- Truly-a pub ! the heart of the
COmmunity.

Find Us on Facebook:
Brushmakers Arms, Oulton




Just for Fun Answers at the foot of P28

Wot 3 words lead you to a Heart of Can you name
Staffordshire watering hole ? this pub from
A: absurd iron collecting the sign alone?

B: goon anger graded
C: oh bunny hills

Solve these
cryptic pubs
A: Upset God in shelter (3,5)

B: Driller's opening speech is
tedious (8)

C: Where fleeced travellers might
rest (9,3)

It was a pub
but nowit's a
Pub no More |
- canyou !
name it?

The worst pub I’ve ever been to was called The Fiddle.

It really was a vile Inn
My wife and 1 sang

« ] . .
Eye of the Tiger” six times on karaoke night at the pub

We’re going through a bit of a Rocky patch

People who have a ‘local’ rate themselves as
significantly happier, and have more close friends

Let's talk about it at the pub. www.camra.org.uk/wellbeing EAMIA
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British Beermats Collectors Society

Ok | admit it, I'm a tegestologist.

There that feels better, and should it
crop up in your next pub quiz, it's the
official name for a beermat collector.
Some of you may have picked up the
odd mat to write down a phone num-
ber (bit old school that nowadays), or
liked the look of a few mats on holi-
day as a souvenir, or perhaps have a
few shoe boxes following an embryo
hobby. | think my collection ais a bit
more serious than that with some
40,000 British beer examples and still
going strong.

Yes, there really are that many dif-
ferent mats, and that's before you
include pubs, hotels, food, spirits and
cider etc. In fact, there are over 1500
new brewery mats issued each year,
and currently some 60,000 in total,
so there is plenty of scope should you
feel the urge.

So, what's it all about? Well, the first
beermats in the UK arrived over 100
years ago in 1922 advertising Wat-
ney’s, but it was not until the mid-30's
when they started to become more
commonplace. Unfortunately, WW2
curtailed the use of mats in pubs,
along with the demise of many brew-
eries, pubs, and drinkers themselves.
They were back in favour in the 1950's
and then mass produced through the
next 3 decades by the big 6 brewers
as they put paid to most of the little
guys.

My oldest mat is Timmy Taylors from
1931, and made of cork rather than

normal cardboard, but they do come
in all shapes, sizes and materials.
There are precious few beermats
from old local breweries, but here is
from 1950 from the original Joules
Stone Ales.

ond
/3‘/' o 4004_/
ofis

As you well know the name lives on
with the new brewery, which carries
the history and trademark of the
original. However, there must be
some disagreement on when it was
established, as the first two mats on
the following page show. Indeed, |
have a metal enamel sign from the
1930’'s which states Established 1780.
Perhaps records were not so precise
in the 18th century.

Collecting beermats was very pop-
ular with brewers producing sets for
collectors with every theme you can
imagine, and as such a hardy band of
collectors set up the British Beermat
Collectors Society (BBCS) in 1960.
continued...
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We are still going, with members all
around the country, and an annu-

al charity get-together/exchange
meeting in Burton, the home of brew-
ing, this September. We have local
meetings too and a shop for mem-
bers to purchase new mats based
here in Staoffs. We produce a cata-
logue of all known mats and have

a newsletter listing the new issues,
which members report themselves, as
brewers have better things to do than
keep aregister.

If you fancy joining up, or finding out a
bit more, you can find us on the web
at britishbeermats.org or click the gr
code

We also work closely with another
club, beermatmania.co.uk where you
can find pictorial scans of mats.

Happy Collecting
Russell Murfitt BBCS
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Specml Presentation

On June 11th, members of
the branch visited The Green
B8 Man, Milwich and presented

: Rod and Ruth Webb with a

8 certificate marking their thir-
B ty-five years behind the bar.

With the the pub packed with
locals and branch members,
many there sought refuge in
large beer garden to enjoy
the summer sunshine.

While thirty-five years running the
same pub is no mean feat, the
Green man has featured in The
Good Beer Guide for the past 30
years, a great acheivement in
itself.

If you are out in the Staffordshire
countryside, the multi award win-
ning Green Man is the perfect place
to stop and enjoy some great beer

N and hearty food.

The Green Man
Sandon Lane, Milwich ST18 OEG
website: greenmanmilwich.com

facebook: greenmanmilwich

CAMRA

Heart of Staffordshire

(] (]
The Green Man, Milwich
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Beer at Heart

Covering Stafford « Stone « Eccleshall « Penkridge « Gnosall and beyond

Heart of Staffordshire CAMRA

Branch Chair Keep in Touch
.KGVC"" Wilkinson We endeavour to contact all our
chair@hos.camra.org.uk members regularly via email with
Secretary details of what's happening in our

Phil Vickers branch area.

If you aren’t receiving these emails
secretary@hos.camra.org.uk .
ye 9 and would like to, please update your

details via the camra website,
or contact our branch secretary

Socialise with us

\ e ) Facebook
CAMRA Heart of Staffordshire

Instagram

‘c AM n A heart_of_staffs_camra

Heart of Staffordshire

For up to date news and events visit hos.camra.org.uk

Advertising Rates
Full Page (A5) £100 / Half Page £60 / Quarter Page £35
Discounts for 4 issues (paid in advance)
Advertising copy and articles for inclusion in the next issue
to the editor by end of October 2025

editor@hos.camra.org.uk

A good local pub has much in common with a church,
except that a pub is warmer and there’s more conversation

William Blake
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Stay connected with CAMRA

WHATSBREWING

Our dynamic online news platform
is updated daily with stories from
the pub & brewing industries,
Campaign news & opinion pieces

wb.camra.org.uk

PU PEOPLE
2 PINTS

()

Tune in via Spotify or Apple
Podcasts for great chat about
pubs, clubs, beer and cider

camra.org.uk/podcast

 BEER_

Our colourful guarterly magazine
is full of interesting features from
the biggest voices in the trade

Available in print and online




Be part of the
CAMRA story

Real ale is just the start...

To thank you for being a hero
in our story, you receive great
membership benefits, such

as £30 of beer vouchers,
quarterly BEER magazine,
access to the online news
platform What's Brewing,
partner benefits and
discounts... just a few perks of
joining us.

@AMRA



