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Campaigning for pubs, pints and people since 1971

No, but we've
tried one!

CAMRA, celebrating the
UK's best beers and pubs.

Join CAMRA and go on an
amazing exploration of great
beers and pubs in the UK.

Discover benefits, discounts and tools
that make it quick and enjoyable to find
the beers you love and the great pubs that
serve them. You also save on entry to over
160 CAMRA festivals.

Your membership supports the campaign to
preserve quality beer, cider and perry, along with
cherished pubs and clubs that bring us together.
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Thank You
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distributors & all branch members who
helped produce this magazine, without

you it would not have happened

CHEERS

(CAMRA
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View from the chair

Spring has well and truly sprung and
we have much to look forward to over
the coming months. The days are
getting longer and the arrival of good
weather should enable us to enjoy a
pint or two in a beer garden. We have
many socials over the coming months
from the Know Your Pub tours to trips
out by bus and train to Newcastle
under Lyme and Coventry. There is
also a selection of beer festivals to
look forward to, both within the West
Midlands region and throughout the
country, with a chance to try an as-
sortment of different beer types and
flavours from a variety of brewers.

The Heart of Staffordshire represents
a quite a large area however the
branch has struggled sometimes to
get the engagement from our mem-
bers, so | am heartened to hear about
the successful outing to Liverpool
having just taken place in February.
But we can always do better! | would
love to hear from our members, and

any suggestions you may have on
how we can best engage with you.
Please feel free to reach out with any
feedback you have on socials, com
munication or any event recommen-
dations

Passion is a driving force behind
every successful endeavour and your
passion allows us to champion pubs
and real ale as best we can. Howev-
er, sometimes passion is hot enough
and | am saddened by the news

of the closure of the Izaak Walton
Brewhouse, one of only two brewer-
ies in our area. Whilst we at CAMRA
support real ale and brewers, we are
limited by our influence and the limits
of our volunteer's time. This is a re-
minder to us all of the importance of
our work and the value your engage-
ment can bring to businesses and
communities.

Kavan Wilkinson
Branch Chair
chair@hos.camra.org.uk

Bavea
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Hannah, Paul & the team invite you to visit the
The Swan Inn at Whiston, CAMRA Award Winning
Pub nestled down a country lane near Penkridge
and a popular stop off point for CAMRA
members, cyclists, walkers and the local farming
community.

Whiston, Penkridge, Staffordshire, ST19 5QH
T: 01785 716200

E: bookings@swanwhiston.co.uk
www.swanwhiston.co.uk

Dedicated Bar

5 Real Ales on at all times
Large selection of traditional
Cider’s

Bar Menu & snacks including
Cobs, Pork Pies, Sausage Rolls
Cosy open fire

Darts, Dominoes, Cards & Pool
Table

Separate Lounge & Restaurant
Large Beer Garden
Campervans welcome

LocAle promotes pubs stocking locally
brewed real ale in order to reduce the
number of ‘beer miles’ from brewery to

pub cellar.

Learn more at camra.org.uk/locale
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Pub & Brewery News ‘_{I

In Bradley: The Red Lion has been -,'1 i;;ﬁ"f: -
acquired by Davenports and may be rt‘_1r E |_‘J
open by the time you read this. fgo oa | |260

In Church Eaton: The Royal Oak is Lymestone
now stocking Batham'’s Bitter Lymestone Brewery

In Gnosall: The Navigation had a The Old Brewery, Mount Road,
change of licensee on the 20th of Stone, ST158LL

January. lymestonebrewery.net

. Pounamu 4.2% has reappeared
In Little Haywood: The Lamb & Flag Watch out for Obsidian, a smooth well

has re-opened. balanced Stout at 4.5% out in March
In Norton Bridge: The Railway Inn &
Isaac Walton Brewery sadly closed at
the beginning of January.

In Stafford: Work is underway to
convert the closed Thairestuarant at
The Bank House in Salter Street into

a cask ale bar called The Pickled Pig.  |zaak Walton Brewhouse
In Stone: The Pheasant is now has 4 Railway Inn, Norton Bridge
cask beers on offer ST15 ONT

Sadly Isaac Walton Brewery & the

In Yarlet: The Greyhound has closed. Railway Inn Closed in January

YOUR pub or brewery news could be on these pages in our next edition
new openings, new publicans, new beers, special events, beer festivals
We'd love to spread the word - both here and on our social media

Drop an email to editor@hos.camra.org.uk

The UK’s
best-selling pub
guide.

sponsored by

>

h'—- —
B ~L_ Coronation Street Emmerdale
— Edition Edition
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CAMRA’s New Look

A brand-new look for the Campaign for Real Ale has been revealed, in a bid to
encourage more people under 50 with a passion for pubs and pints to become
part of the 147,000 strong CAMRA family .

At the very heart of CAMRA's ethos is

that the pub is more than just a place
to enjoy a drink; it's an experience to
enjoy and to savour with friends.

CAMRA is now urging people who see

the pub as a place to spend quality
time with friends to join up and en-

joy the experience with like-minded
people.

Whether that is visiting festivals,
loving your local or being passionate
about pubs, CAMRA wants to wel-
come you.

The brand-new look follows
18-months of in-depth research and
development, revealing an untapped
group of people who want to explore
different beer styles.

The campaigning organisation wants
to welcome new people who can help
to protect pubs at the heart of the
community, while importantly en-
joying quality beer and a rich social
experience, with like-minded people.

As one of Europe's biggest and most
successful consumer organisations,
current and new members can work
side-by-side. Helping to protect our
wonderful pubs, clubs and taprooms
for generations to come and making
sure they are front and centre in all
our communities.

GZAMRA

Welcoming the change, Dean Barrett,
CAMRA's Commercial Director, said:

“"Our members are the beating heart
of our organisation and by growing
our membership we can achieve more
together.

“With a rich history spanning more
than half a century, we want to cel-
ebrate CAMRA's successful cam-
paigning which changed the beer and
pub landscape phenomenally, while
looking forward to another successful
50 years.

“This change is all about bringing
like-minded people together, with a
social setting being front and centre.
Whether that is visiting pubs, scoring
beer, taking part in a campaign or
visiting a CAMRA festival, these all
bring people together as one.”

CAMRA

Heart of Staffordshire

Beer at Heart | Issue 41 | Spring 2025 | 7



Meet the Publican

Meet the Publican is a series of articles, usually on-line, where we pose 10
questions to a publican in our branch area. Here we pose those questions to
Geoff Blundell, owner & landlord of the multi-award winning Swan Inn, Stone

- —_
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What inspired you to run a pub?
Love of real ale

Why should people come to your pub?
It's a proper, traditional public house

What will we find behind the bar to delight our tastebuds?
9 ever changing real ale handpulls, 3 craft ales always
on draught, a selection of traditional ciders

Do you have any regular or occasional events?
Regular live music, Wednesday, Thursday & Saturday.
Pub quiz on a Tuesday. Occasional summer festivals

What is the best part of the job?
A chance to support local and English breweries.

Socialising with locals & friends

You have some time off — what do you do?
Travel the World

8 | Beer at Heart | Heart of Staffordshire CAMRA | hos.camra.org.uk



\
Any funny moments you can share?

Last May an Italion heavy rock band played for us & we
had a beer on called 'Stiff Upper Lip’ which was the name
of their single. They drank the lot - even though they
don't drink real ale
\_ J
What three words best describe your pub?
Ale, Music, Locals

How could CAMRA (local & national) help support you?
More visits to our pubs, which we would be happy to
accommodate

Tell us you best (or worst) pub joke
A pub landlord says ‘We don't serve time travellers here'
A time traveller walks into a pub

and would like to take part in a future ‘Meet the Publican’ feature,
please get in touch: webmaster@hos.camra.org.uk

[ If you run a pub in the Heart of Staffordshire area ]
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News from the Potteries

Thanks to the good people of Heart of Staffordshire Branch, we are having a guest
appearance in their CAMRA branch magazine. We have missed communicat-
ing in this way for so long, and we are working hard to appear in future editions
Andy Parkin, Chair - Potteries CAMRA branch.

Last year we have had the pleasure to
present the Potteries Pub of the Month
award to the following pubs

Jan Hopwater Cellar, Newcastle
Feb Coachmakers Arms, Hanley
Mar  Archer, Woolstanton

Apr Hog Noggin, Burslem

May Victoris (Little Vic), Newcastle
Jun Swan, Betley

Jul Bottlecraft, Hanley

Aug Swifty’'s, Meir

Sep Arnold Machin, Newcastle
Oct  Ye Olde Crown, Burslem

Nov Dog & Partridge, Packmoor

Barry Underwood Award 2024
Steve Barton

Potteries CAMRA Pub of the Year 2024
Winner Bridge Street Ale House
Runner-up Holy Inadequate

Third Mellards

Potteries CAMRA Club of the Year 2024

Winner Leycett CC

Runner-up  Wolstanton
Conservative Club

Runner-up Wood Lane CC

Potteries CAMRA Cider PotY 2024
Winner Bridge Street Ale House
Runner-up Blue Bell, Kidsgrove
Runner-up  Swan (Duck), Bignall End

Bar team / server of the year 2024
LInda - Swan (Duck), Bignall End

Thanks to all Potteries members for voting for the above awardsl/

8 Stoke Beer & Cider 40th Festival 2025 B
Kings Hall, Kingsway, Stoke
Wednesday 15th — Saturday 18th October 2025

We need volunteers to help plan, set-up, work the festival and take it down
For further info contact me, Andy Parkin, festival staffing officer
\_ at chair@potteries.camra.org.uk or by phone 07982 254164 )

To enable us to feature in future editions of Beer at Heart, we would like to
encourage sponsors from Pubs, Clubs, Breweries and Wholesalers from with-
in the Potteries area to get in touch. The Magazine already goes out to all the

pulbs within the Heart of Staffordshire area, and how many copies we receive
depends on the amount of income we can generate. In the first instance, please
contact me at chair@potteries.camra.org.uk. Thanks in advance.

Andy Parkin, Chair - Potteries CAMRA branch.
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Members’ Weekend 2025

CAMRA's Devon branches plus other South West region members are hosting
the 2025 Members’ Weekend, AGM and Conference in Torquay, from Friday 11

April to Sunday 13 April 2025.

CAMRA's Members' Weekend, AGM
& Conference is open to all CAMRA
members, Not only is it a chance to
discuss motions at Conference, it
also gives members the opportunity
to socialise in the onsite bar, attend
information sessions and explore the
beer scene in and around Torquay.

There are 12 breweries within the
South Devon branch area with many
more in the county as a whole. Brew-
ery trips are being planned over the
Members' Weekend, plus there is a
large SIBA South West Beer Festival

in Newton Abbot and organised visits
are in the pipeline.

This year marks the 50th anniversary
of CAMRA starting its support for real
cider and perry, and talks and tast-
ings with local producers are being
planned at the venue on the Friday
and Saturday evenings.

Scan the QR code E—ﬁm

to learn more X
-

CAMRA Members’ Weekend, AGM & Conference 2025
Riviera Centre, Torquay
April 11 - 13




National Pub of the Year

The Bailey Head (pictured) in Oswestry, Shropshire is CAMRA’s National Pub
of the Year, topping a remarkable rags-to-riches success story after the
owners turned what was once a closed local into a haven for the community.

The Bailey Head had been failing
under the ownership of a major pub
company & was listed by CAMRA

as an Asset of Community Value
(ACV) to protect it from redevelop-
ment. Nine years ago, it was bought
by Duncan Borrowman and Grace
Goodlad who poured their knowledge
& passion into transforming the pub.

Community & inclusion are at the
heart of the pub, and it acts as a hub
for locals to come together for good
causes through events like its charity
pub quizzes and live music.

Their dedication means that the
Bailey Head has won a staggering
roster of awards from CAMRA, the
Society of Independent Brewers and
Associates (SIBA), The Shropshire
GOAT &TripAdvisor.

Duncan said: “We have always had
a policy of everyone welcome, any
person should feel happy and com-
fortable coming in by themselves
and enjoying a drink, either on their
own or chatting to other customers.
We thrive on being the heart of the
community and a place where people
gather to celebrate or commiserate.
Aside from providing a welcoming
atmosphere, the Bailey Head also
boasts an impressive array of cask
beer and cider.”

Grace said: "“We are thrilled, we hope

we can live up to the award. In our
wildest dreams we never thought we
would win CAMRA Pub of the Year.
From small beginnings nine years
ago, we have taken everything one
step at a time, through Covid, slowly
improving to the point where we now
have 12 handpulls serving six cask
beers and six ciders and perries, plus
16 other draught lines.

"When we bought the pub nine years
ago it was failing and had been listed
as an Asset of Community Value by
the local CAMRA branch. That listing
made it possible for us to save it from
potentially becoming housing and
turning it into the pub it is today.”

The Bailey Head E E

Bailey Head
Oswestry i =

Shropshire

SY111PZ
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Liverpool Social

Missed our trip to Liverpool at the beginning of February? Here are a few
pictures from the day

Join us on a future social
March 22: Newcastle Under Lyme
April 12: Coventry
or pop along to a branch meeting
we're a friendly, inclusive group.
Keep an eye on the diary on our website
hos.camra.org.uk
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Get involved: Beer Scoring

Ever wondered why your favourite pub isn‘t in The Good Beer Guide?, or
thought why on earth have they included that pub?

The National Beer Scoring System
(NBSS) is a 0-5 point scale for judg-
ing beer quality in pubs. All CAMRA
members can score their beers which
will help CAMRA monitor beer qual-
ity in pubs and clubs across the UK.
CAMRA branches use these scores to
help them determine which pubs from
their area to include in The Good Beer
Guide. NBSS is an easy to use system
that has been designed to enable all
CAMRA members from any part of
the world to report beer quality on
any pub in the UK.

In order to submit your scores, you
can login to CAMRA's online pub
guide whatpub.com or the CAMRA
website and search for the pub you
are scoring. Half points can be used if
your opinion of the beer falls between
two of the categories.

Remember you are scoring the beer
quality NOT if it is your favourite style.
The more beer scores there are, the
better understanding the branch will
have when selecting entrries for the
Good Beer Guide.

4 ] N\
0: No cask ale available
This can be because the pub never has it or it’s run out
- 4
4 1: Poor )
Beer that is anything from barely drinkable to drinkable with considerable
\_ resentment )
4 2: Average )
Competently kept, drinkable pint but doesn’t inspire in anyway, not worth
\_ moving to another pub but you drink the beer without really noticing )
4 3: Good )
Good beer in good form. You may cancel plans to move to the next pub.
\_ You want to stay for another pint and may seek out the beer again )
4 N\
4: Excellent
Good Excellent beer in excellent condition
- 4
4 5: Perfect )
Probably the best you are ever likely to find.
\_ A seasoned drinker will award this score very rarely )
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50 years ago

Paul Mudge recalls the second year of CAMRA in Stafford and Stone

With an Inaugural Meeting in July, a
“Firkin Festival" and the Stone Joules
Wake in October, the Stafford and
Stone Branch of CAMRA had got off
to a good start during 1974.

The year ended well with a Christmas
Party on Thursday 19th December

in Stone’s Red Lion with enthusiastic
proprietor Frank Beech ensuring a
great evening of “Live music, Bran
Tub, Educational Cellar Visits and
Real Exotic Food".

Surveying for the first Stafford and
Stone District Pub Guide had been
completed with details being finalised
during early 1975.

Stafford and Stone Branch were also
“involved in discussions with other
Midland branches over the proposed
creation of a regional committee,
consisting of representatives from
each branch. The idea is that this
should replace the (overworked) Re-
gional Organiser, co-ordinate CAM-
RA activities in the Midlands & give us
more say in the affairs of the National
Executive than we have at present.”

The Branch’s Black Country Coach
Trip, with tickets at 60p, on Saturday
1st February 1975 was for “Mrs. Par-
does (homebrew), Bathams, Simpkiss,
Holdens.” Telephones weren’t used
much then and hand written letters
such as the one pictured from Doris
Pardoe about her Old Swan being
one of the surviving 4 pubs being the

norm. The other 3 being the Lamp
Tavern (Batham's), Jolly Crispin
(Simpkiss - brewery closed in 1985)
and Park Inn (Holden's).

e e

D. C. PARDOE

"More Choice of Ale" was good

news locally by the spring of 1975.
Stafford's "Railway now serves real
Ansells Mild", or did for a while along-
side the Bitter, while “the Red Lion,
Stone keeps draught Bass — the only
choice in Stone" with Joules Bitter, by
then from Burton, the only cask beer
in all of the town's other pubs.

“Thursday Night is CAMRA Night" had
been decided the previous autumn
and members regularly met then at
Stafford's Railway Inn, the well-estab-
lished “Branch HQ" with a vital notice
board top right of the Public Bar's
fireplace. continued...
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A coach trip, again 60p, took many
Stafford and Stone Branch members
from the Railway at 7pm on Thurs-
day 6th March to a Games Night
against South Manchester Branch.
This was at the Gateway ( now a
Wetherspoons ) beside the A34in

Didsbury with "Hydes Ales. Darts, Crib,

Dominoes, Tiddlywinks". The coach
stopped on the return journey in He-
aton Mersey for Boddingtons at the
Dog and Partridge and Holts at the
Griffin.

Another “one-night beer exhibition"
or "Super Firkin Night" was held on
Saturday 15th March at the Students
Union Building in Stafford’s Tipping
Street for "CAMRA branch mem-
bers & NUS members only" although
“Doors close when 300 are inside".
Allowing for just over 32 pints each,
the fifteen firkins were three Old Ales
(Theakston's Old Peculiar, Marstons
Owd Rodger, Wadworth's Old Timer),
six Bitters, two Milds (Banks's, Wem)
and four “Southern Delights" including
Fullers ESB.

CAMRA's 1975 Good Beer Guide, the
second proper one, was published

on 17th March with "65p through the
branch” knocking 10p off the cover
price. Stafford and Stone Branch ac-
counted for 29 of the 92 Staffordshire
pubs which covered five of the 176
pages for a total of 2700 pubs.

The first Annual General Meeting was
held on Thursday 1st May.

(All nine pubs mentioned have sur-
vived the past fifty years).

Help us power

What

What

Help keep WhatPub up to date by

using the feedback form to let us
know about any changes at
the pub;

The Red Lion
Great Chatwell

17th Century country pub offering
quality cask ales and traditional
pub grub set in the South Staffs

countryside

email: redlionfreehouse@gmail.com
facebook: thelionroarsagain
Bun Lane, Great Chatwell TF10 8BJ




The INDIE BEER campaign, launched by the Society of Independent Brewers
(SIBA) and associates, aims to make the INDIE BEER mark the recognisable
standard for high quality craft and cask beer, brewed across the UK, by truly

independent breweries.

To be considered as independent by
SIBA abrewery must;

a) Be a manufacturer

of beer and have their
own Brewing Equipment,
or be an independent
beer brand brewed and
packaged at a qualifying
brewery. Beer produced
for commercial sale up
to a maximum permitted
production volume of 1%
of the British Beer mar-
ket (as defined by industry statistics
in respect of the previous calendar
year);

b) Be a UK based sole trader, part-
nership, limited liability partnership or
limited company that is permanently
based in the UK and carries out a
minimum of 75% of its total beer pro-
duction in the UK. For these purpos-
es the UK shall include the Channel
Islands and the Isle of Man;

¢) Not be under the control of or con-
nected with any other entity operat-
ing within the UK brewing industry (as
defined by the Corporation Tax Act

2010) except where as a result of such

control or connection the combined
entity does not contravene a) above.

CAMRA is supporting the campaign,
which is designed to help consumers.

CAMRA Chairman, Ash Corbett-Col-
lins, said: "CAMRA is delighted to be
supporting SIBA's INDIE
BEER campaign. We
know that finding inde-
pendent and local beer
is often a top priority
for our members and
beer drinkers across
the UK. It's great that
SIBA are committed to
transparent communi-
cation about ownership
in beer.

"Unfortunately, we often see global
brewers market their own brands as
if they were independent, tricking
consumers in the process. It is vital
that consumers have access to the
right information about where their
beer is being brewed, and whether it's
in independent ownership.”

The INDIE BEER campaign includes
a’'brewery checker’ so that consum-
ers can find out if a brewer is inde-
pendently owned, and an ‘assured’
mark for brewers to use to show their
independence.

(=] %, =]
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TAP INTO
TUTBURY

BEER & CIDER ™
FESTIVAL

ié - 18th MAY 2025
=

Beer & Cider Festival within the pubs &
clubsiof Tutbury, Staffordshi

k, Food & Entertainm available

Sponsored By

C"@
-

f1 TapintoTutbury

Beer at Heart 2000 COPIES DISTRIBUTED

to pubs and clubs

AdvertiSing from Stafford to Stone,

Eccleshall to Penkridge,
Gnosall and beyond

ADVERTISE FROM £35

Full Page £100
Half £60 Quarter £35
Discount for 4 issues

INTERESTED?
email: editor@hos.camra.org.uk




On the Buses: 841

Paul Dytka is back on the bus and takes a trip to Weston aboard the 841

After our trips aboard the 101 bus,

we were thinking of setting off

again when, quite suddenly, fortune
knocked in the form of a money-off
voucher for the Woolpack at Weston
- asign, if ever there was one! What
better motivation to get your shoes
on than the promise of a discount and
some decent grub? This time, we took
the 841 to Uttoxeter. Being close by,
we hopped on at the county hospital
and rode straight to Weston, where,
as it happens, there's only one stop:
the old school. You can't miss it.

Naturally, while we were there, we
felt it our duty to visit both pubs in
town, so we took a little stroll down
the main road toward the Saracens
Head.

The place was quite busy but not
overly crowded, and as we waited
behind a gentleman at the bar, one of
the staff came over and asked if we
were planning to eat. We explained
we were just after a drink, to which
she told us that she didn't think there
were any tables available.

After a quick scan she returned, con-
firming that, no, there were indeed no
tables. But, and here’s where it got
odd, she then offered us the chance
to sit down anyway. We did but feel-
ing a little uncomfortable we left and
walked back to the Woolpack.

Now, the Woolpack holds a special
place for me, being an old haunt of
sorts. My brother and his wife used
to live in the village and | also spent

a fair bit of time there fishing. So, en-
tering the Woolpack felt like stepping
into familiar territory. | ordered a pint
of Banks' Amber, which was exactly
what the doctor ordered, followed

by a pint of Pedigree, which was also
good. The pub itself is a cracking spot
for a Friday afternoon pint, and | im-
agine it's even better in the summer
when the beer garden beckons.

As for the food, | opted for the steak
and ale pie, while Hilly went for the
lasagna. Both dishes were extreme-
ly nice, served by genuinely friendly
staff. And | must say good value for
money even without the money off
voucher. continued...
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| even managed a nice chat with the
landlady while taking advantage of
doing a pub survey for WhatPub.

Another good thing about the Wool-
pack is that it's open in the afternoon
when the buses are still running, which
by the way are almost hourly, but the
route does vary during the day so you
really must check where you can get
on and off.

I'll certainly give the Saracens Head
another shot on one of our return
trips, but for now, the Woolpack re-
mains a solid choice. So, to all you bus
pass holders, get out there and make
good use of them.

And would you believe it? Just the
other day, Marston’s sent me a Contact Red Rooster Events Lid
money-off voucher. Guess where I'm TG0 00

] . WA, FEOronSIEnE e S, oo, uk
headed this Friday. darreni@redroosterevents.couk

Check WhatPub for pub
opening times as well as bus
timetables as they can both
change according to the day

If you have a favourite jaunt
on public transport and would
like to share it in a future issue,

please get in touch
by email to
~ editor@hos.camra.org.uk s
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Find Us on Facebook:
Brushmakers Arms, Oulton




J ust for Fun Answers at the foot of P24

Wot 3 words lead you to a Heart of Can you name
Staffordshire watering hole ? this pub from

A: herb smashes radar the sign alone?
B: large onyx cheetah
C:risk hot mangles

Solve these
cryptic pubs
A: Limbs of a craftsman used for
painting (7,4)

B: Elegant bird frequents lodgings
(4,5)

C: Distinguished decoration and
clothing, perhaps (4,3,6)

It was a pub but now it's a
Pub no More - can you hame it?

o b1
A dung beetle walks into a bar and asks, “Is this stool taken:
un

Comic Sans, Helvetica and Times New R
The landlord yells,

i oman walk into a pub.
Get out! We don’t serve your type in here!”

Pubs and social clubs encourage social interaction
and help combat loneliness

www.camra.org.uk/wellbeing
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The Inn Sign Society

Founded in 1990, the Inn Sign Society
raises awareness of the nation’s pub
signs and compiles a record for the
benefit of future generations.

Many pub names have links with
events from the past or personalities
of national and local importance,
and the Society provides a forum for
members to research the history of
inns and pub names.

It has an active web
site and a quarterly
full-colour journal to
which members are
encouraged to
submit articles,
pictures of pub signs
and news from their
areas.

" The local Midlands Group meets

| three or four times a year at the
Mare & Colt, near Kidderminster, to
enjoy a lunch followed by a slide-
show of pub signs.

The Inn Sign Society is seeking to re-

cruit more members and bring in new
blood to help continue the good work
done over the last 32 years.

As inns and pubs close
at an alarming rate,
much local heritage is
in danger of being lost
forever. Pubs are not
just a place to enjoy a
drink, they are often at
the heart of the com-
munity and can reflect
its history.

If the Inn Sign Society doesn't
research, capture and save our pub
sign heritage, perhaps no-one else

surewsEURY RS

ARMS lain Perks
Membership Secretary, Inn Sign Society

= : For more information, including on
The Brushmakers Arms | NOW to join, see the website at
innsignsociety.com or scan the QR
code.

Many members take
a general interest in
all signs, with some
specialising in par-
ticular breweries,
counties, aircraft or
railways, to name but
a few.
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A traditional pub offering
real ales, open fires and
proper pub grub in the heart
of Stafford

LITTTE A
LLLTTRER

We always offer a wide selection of
guest real ales

The Bird in Hand
1 Victoria Sq, Stafford ST16 2ZAQ

facebook: thebirdinhandstafford

People who have a "local’ rate themselves as
significantly happier, and have more close friends

Let’s talk about it at the pub
www.camra.org.uk/wellbeing
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National Club of the Year

The Firs Club in Codsall, Staffordshire, is CAMRA's Club of the Year 2024,
finally taking the national crown after winning the West Midlands regional title

three yearsinarow.

The multi-award-winning social club is
a must-visit for cask beer fans, with a
microbrewery on-site which features
in its November festival, a highlight in
the local beer calendar.

As well as Firs beers,
the bar offers five
locally sourced
ever-changing cask
ales, usually includ-
ing one mild. Inthe
comfortably fur-
nished club, guests
can enjoy a pintin
the bar, relax in the
quiet lounge, play 3
pool and darts in the separate sports
areas or play snooker upstairs.

The club hosts many events for the
local community and provides a
welcoming space for private events
including weddings, parties and func-
tions as a meeting space for groups.

Club of the Year coordinator Pnhil
Gregg said: “The 2024 competition

was extremely close fought. Each of
our finalists were of an extremely high
standard, and it made the judging
harder than ever! We're delighted to
be announcing a first-time winner,
and the Firs Club
epitomises what's
4 9reat about UK

. venues like these,
and how important
they are to their lo-
cal communities.” .

Club manager
- Anna Reynolds
said: "Well what can
= | say, it's a great
surprise and honour to win CAMRA's
Club of the Year award, it's something
we thought was out of our reach. We
couldn’t have done it without the sup-
port of our club members, committee,
CAMRA members and, of course, the
staff who work hard to make the club
a great place to visit and hopefully
stay for a while."

The UK’s
best-selling pub

guide.

sponscrad by

Coronation Street

Edition
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Emmerdale
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Beer at Heart

Covering Stafford « Stone « Eccleshall « Penkridge » Gnosall and surrounding areas

Heart of Staffordshire CAMRA

Branch Chair Keep in Touch
.Kavcm Wilkinson We endeavour to contact all our
chair@hos.camra.org.uk members regularly via email with
Secretary details of what's happening in our

Phil Vickers branch area.

If you aren’t receiving these emails
secretary@hos.camra.org.uk .
ye 9 and would like to, please update your

Membership details via the camra website,
Paul Hewitt or contact our membership secretary

members@hos.camra.org.uk Socialise with us

Facebook
CAMRA Heart of Staffordshire

Instagram
heart_of _staffs _camra

\ r L 3 * /

For up to date news and events visit www.hos.camra.org.uk

Advertising Rates
Full Page (A5) £100 / Half Page £60 / Quarter Page £35
Discounts for 4 issues (paid in advance)
Advertising copy and articles for inclusion in the next issue
to the editor by end of April 2025

editor@hos.camra.org.uk

Prohibition makes you want to cry into your beer
and denies you the beer to cry into Don Marquis
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Stay connected with CAMRA

WHATSBREWING

Our dynamic online news platform
is updated daily with stories from
the pub & brewing industries,
Campaign news & opinion pieces

wb.camra.org.uk

PU PEOPLE
2 PINTS

()

Tune in via Spotify or Apple
Podcasts for great chat about
pubs, clubs, beer and cider

camra.org.uk/podcast

 BEER_

Our colourful guarterly magazine
is full of interesting features from
the biggest voices in the trade

Available in print and online




Campaigning for pubs, pints and people since 1971

Abyss?

Like the

film?

Or like ".
the pint?

CAMRA,

celebrating the ‘ \
UK’'s best beers :
and pubs.

Join CAMBA and go on an

amazing exploration of great

beers and pubs in the UK.

Discover benefits, discounts and tools
that make it quick and enjoyable ta find
the beers you love and the great pubs that
serve them. You also save on entry to over
160 CAMRA festivals.

Your membership supports the campaign to
preserve quality beer, cider and perry, along with
cherished pubs and clubs thot bring us together.

Join CAMRA today
camra.org.uk/join



