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Beer at Heart is published by the Heart of Staffordshire Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale 

(CAMRA). É CAMRA unless otherwise stated. 

 

The views expressed are those of the authors, and do not necessarily represent those of CAM-

RA, the Heart of Staffordshire Branch or the Editor 

  

Comments, articles, letters etc; 

Contact the Editor at mrs.swords@btinternet.com or  phone Julie on 07779 618438 

 

Beer at Heart Advertising: Mike Harker  2 Herons Close  Stafford ST17 4UF Mobile:  

0771 747 3935  mike.harker60@btinternet.com  

 

Web Site www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk  

 

If you would like a copy of this magazine posted to you 4 times a year please send Ã4 to Mike 

Harker at the above address along with your details. 

 

Trading Standards telephone 08453 303313 

 

http://www.sendspace.com/file/eeznvz 

Editorial 

 

 

I am sitting at my computer watching the rain lashing down and thinking how quickly 

Autumn beds itself in!  Now is the time to find a pub with a roaring fire and a good se-

lection of ales, so what are you waiting for? 

 

Whilst your enjoying your pint, now is also time when we of CAMRA start thinking 

about next yearôs nominations for the Good Beer Guide, so if you think your local 

serves the best pint in the land, now is the time to nominate it.  Go to  our website where 

if the nomination area isn't up it will be shortly.  You don't have to be a CAMRA mem-

ber to nominate a pub.  There are, however, lots of other reasons why you should join 

CAMRA!! 

 

We now welcome Uttoxeter as a Sub Branch of Heart of Staffordshire CAMRA, and 

wish them well, go to page  8 to read all the news from Uttoxeter.  There is also contact 

details if you would like more information. 

 

Once they have got themselves going Beer at Heart will  carry their Diary as well as 

Heart of Staffordshire's 

http://www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk
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A Victorian end of terrace pub, with two distinct drinking areas. It was purchased from 

Enterprise Inns by a developer in 2001 for conversion to student accommodation but this 

was never completed. The current owner, Jane Andrews, purchased the freehold in 2003 

and it re-opened as a pub in January 2004. 

 

Jane was previously a Tennant at The Albion, Marston Road, for 7 years up to 2003; 

during these times of thriving pubs Enterprise Inns made lots of money; fortunately, 

Jayne also managed to earn enough to clear the Mortgage and cover the purchase of the 

freehold of óThe Hop Poleô ï happy times! 

 

Refurbished in 2014, it is a comfortable, friendly pub with 4 pool teams playing on 

Tuesdays, and another 4 on Thursdays. Two darts teams play in the Weston/Trent 

League. 

 

Jan was taught to play cribbage by her father, and she is very keen to set up a team (if 

you want to join the cribbage team, phone Jane and tell her (01785 257493). 
 

Occasionally live music is offered; there is a disco/karaoke on the last Saturday each 

month. There is always a beer from Slater's Brewery, and real cider (Weston's). 

 

There are two large TV screen showing SKY and BT Sports; and extra TV is available if 

needed. 

 

We met Phil Mackintosh, Bar 

Manager, and presented our trophy 

and certificate (photograph shows 

our Branch Chairman, Neil Butler 

presenting the award to Phil (L to 

R)) 

 

More information can be found via 

óWhat Pubô: http://whatpub.com/

pubs/STA/2043/hop-pole-stafford 

 

This óFree houseô is an excellent 

example of a óback street boozerô; 

give it a try! 

 

We voted óThe Hop Poleô pub of 

the month for September; we think 

itôs great.                Mike Harker 

 

September Pub of the Month 
The Hop Pole Stafford 

http://whatpub.com/pubs/STA/2043/hop-pole-stafford
http://whatpub.com/pubs/STA/2043/hop-pole-stafford
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Our Pub of the 
Month for Octo-
ber is The Green 
Man Milwich The 
attached photo-
graph shows 
Rod Webb (left) 
receiving the 
trophy from Neil 
Butler (Branch 
Chairman). 

  
Each month, 
September 
through to June 
we vote for a 
Pub of the 
Month; this 
months winner is 
especially well deserved. Rod Webb has been licensee of this Community owned 
pub for over 24 years; it has been in consecutive CAMRA Good Beer Guides for 
20 years. It is well know for the excellent selection of quality ales, and good food. 

  
We suggest that you seek it out; you will not be disappointed. 

  
  
CAMRA What Pub website describes the Green Man as follows: ñA pub since 
1775, known as the Green Man since 1815, this free-house offers guest beers 
from regional brewers. The licensee will celebrate twenty five years at the pub in 
2015, and a record of previous landlords dating back to 1792 is displayed. A pop-
ular pub with walkers and cyclists; the comfortable bar has a real fire. Home-
cooked food is available as a bar meal or in a separate small restaurant area (no 
food Mon ï Wed). There is a choice of Westons or Thatchers cider. Well behaved 
dogs are welcome in the bar.ò 

        

Green Man 

Sandon Lane 

Milwich 
ST18 0EG 

(01889) 505310 

October Pub of the Month 
The Green Man Milwich 
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In the last issue of Beer at Heart we reported how Richard Bond was reviving the fortunes 

of the Red Lion at Great Chatwell, now more of our lions are awaking. 

 

The Red Lion at Bradley was renowned for its good food and good beer but when the ten-

ants left earlier in the year it was put in the hands of a holding company manager to keep 

the pub open. His idea of open appeared to be opening on only some days of the week, 

very restricted hours, keeping the pub in near darkness, no food, erratic beer supplies and 

an atmosphere that made a morgue seem welcoming. Custom fell to near zero. Now the 

pub has been taken over by Phil & Sam Mansell and they are rapidly bringing the pub 

back to life. You will find a warm, bright, welcoming atmosphere, friendly chat, a flour-

ishing restaurant and a really good pint of Thwaites Wainright Ale. Phil & Sam are CAM-

RA members and hope to add more beers as trade picks up. 

 

At Derrington things are looking up for another Red Lion. This is also a pub that has been 

through some bad times recently. Now it has new owners who have revived the restaurant 

and are adding a village shop and tea rooms to the pub's other facilities. The shop will be 

welcome to villagers as the village shop closed in 2008. The tea rooms will be equally 

welcome to all those who use the Staffordshire Way which runs past the pub. 

 

Our fourth Red Lion at Rocester, now in the area of our new Uttoxeter sub-branch, is also 

reported to have new licensees after a period in the hands of a temporary manager. We 

hope to have a report on the pub in our next issue. 

 

So how about a Lions' tour then? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Pride of Lions 

Grt Chatwell 

Bradley 

Derrington 

Rocester 


