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Join CAMRA Today

Complete the Direct Debit form below and you will receive 15 months membership for the price
of 12 and a fantastic discount on your membership subscription.

Alternatvely you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form, visit www camracrgukfjcinus or call 01727 867201.
All forms should be addressed 1o Membership Department, CAMRA, 220 Hatfeld Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.
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For Young Member and concessionary rates please visit
www.camra.org.uk o call 01727 867201.

Iwish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, and agree to
abide by the Memorandum and Articles of Association
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Good Beer Guide Nominations

This is the time of year when our th
entries. Yes | know 2014 has only just come out, but the selection is a long drawn
out process. Each year we encourage our wider membership to participate in the
selection and voting for our Good Beer Guide Pubs.

As the name suggests the establishment nominated for the good beer Guide has tc
sell just that! Good beer! Not now and then but consistently. It is easy to homi-
nate your Good beer Guide Pubs, first g o to our website:

www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk
In the first part of the process anybody can nominate a real ale pub within the
Heart of Staffordshire CAMRA Branch to be included in the Good Beer Guide
2015. Towards the end of the year the second round will start where members of
the branch will be able to vote for the 24 pubs that they wish to appear in the
guide.The closing date for nominations is 15 November, CAMRA members will
then be able to vote for up to 24 of the nominees on the website from 1 to31 De-
cember.

If accessing the internet is difficult for you , as an alternative you can contact one
of the numbers bellow, give us your nomination and we will enter it on the web-
site for you. So what are you waiting for?

Beer at Heart is published by the Heart of Staffordshire Branch of the Campaign for Rgal A
(CAMRA). © CAMRA unless otherwise stated.

The views expressed are those of the authors, and do not necessarily represent those|of
CAMRA, the Heart of Staffordshire Branch or the Editor

Comments, articles, letters etc;
Contact the Editor aditor@heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.ok phone Julie on 07779
618438

Beer at Heart Advertising: Mike Harker 2 Herons Close Stafford ST17 4UF Mobile: 0771
747 3935 mikeharker60@btinternet.com

Web Sitewww.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk

If you would like a copy of this magazine posted to you 4 times a year please send £4 {0 M
Harker at the above address along with your details.

Trading Standards telephofi8453 303313



http://uk.mc871.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mikeharker@onetel.com
http://www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk

Pub of the Month - November

The Smithy - Eccleshall

Originally known &
hived from Victori
premises were also partially used

as a blacksmiths workshop, the
buildings continued over the pre-

B sent car park. Some photographs

R are available from this time show-

ing horses being shod in the road-
way . During the 1¢
ing became a French restaurant
called 6La Corbier
from this the public house was
eventually renamed The Old

Smithy.

After a series of pubco licensees

the property was bought late in

2011 by Martin King. Martin had successfully run The Badger in Eccleshall for 18 years and
wanted to expand his horizons from the constraints of a pubco business.

The building was thoroughly refurbished during the cold winter of 2012 aodewed in

February 2012.

The room layout offers several dining areas at both ground and first floor levels, from larger
rooms to intimate smaller areas. There is a ground floor bar and drinking area off the side cat
park.

The food is traditional English style and locally sourced where ever possible. The four beers
are from national brands although there is occasionally a local beer from a micro brewery.
The opening hours are 11.30 to around 23.30 daily although closing times may vary with the
number of customers enjoying the ambiance. Food is served daily from 12.00 to 3pm and 5.3
to 9.30pm

The pub is part of the local community and spo y
sors both Eccleshal |l 06§ ¥ - d R
Club. See the Old Smithy Eccleshall website for '
detail of events and menus available, or telephoj
01785850564 for information or to book a table

The POTM presentation will take place on
Thursday 7" November at about 9pm.
Neil Butler



Pub of the Month - December

The Swan Hotel - Stafford

Situated in the centre of Stafford, this 18th Century former coaching inn has been
a part of Staffords history for over 300 years, and since a comprehensive modern
sation by The Lewis Partnership has once again become a focal point for resident
and visitors to the town., with good food and an extensive range of beers.
Should you wish to check the range of beers on offer before calling into the hos-
telry then go to the Websitétp://www.yourround.co.uk/Pub/Stafford/Hswan
Hotel/ST162JA.aspxand f ol |l ow the |l ink to O6pub
beers currently available and what o6s
at the time of writing include Lymestones Einstein, Titanic, White Star and San-
don Ales, to come featured Ringwood Shipyard Double Thumper and Slaters Top
Totty. Normally, there are at least six real ales on offer in the back bar.

Anyone who has visited either of our last two Beer Festivals will know the quality
of the food as it has been the Lewis Partnership who have provided our catering.

They also hold a Cask Marque for quality beers, The opening hours are from
10:30- 11pm. There is a 10% discount for CAMRA members on production of
your membership card.

3 stafford.co.uk
There is a car park located
@ at the rear of the hotel,

& limited to approximately
B 35 cars, off Mill Street,
7z Stafford, there may be a
charge.

=& Open for food & coffee
§ from 7.30am .

Our presentation will be
held on Thursday 6 De-
cember at 9pm.



http://www.yourround.co.uk/Pub/Stafford/The-Swan-Hotel/ST16-2JA.aspx
http://www.yourround.co.uk/Pub/Stafford/The-Swan-Hotel/ST16-2JA.aspx

Pub of the Month - January

The White Hart - Penkridge

A former coaching inn with origins in the 16th century, it is a friendly village local
which retains two bars. Live singers on Friday evenings, DJ on Saturdays and al
open mic night every other Thursday. Robinson's Trooper is the big seller at the
but the guest beer, change weekly, is often interesting.

The White Hart was an heraldic symbol of Richard Il (1:33%9) and the earliest

recorded instances of the name coincide with the beginning of his reign. Many t
erns adopted the name as a sign of allegiance, and to attract the business of his
porters. It became such a common name that for a while White Hart became a ¢
neric name for pubs, much as Hoover is used for all vacuum cleaners regardless
mak e . I f the name here does date fr
as this area was strong in its support for the Lancastrian, and Tudor, usurpers

Queen Elizabeth | reputedly had a meal at the inn when on her way from Chartle
Castle to Chillington in 1575. The building there then may have been built about
10 years earlier by tenants of the Earl of Warwick but much of the structure poss
bly dates from around 1600. The front was largely rebuilt in the 1890s following
purchase by Butlers, it mostly followed the Elizabethan original, and there have
been subsequent al-
terations.

Opening Hours

12 (11 Wedy11
m|dn| ht Fr| & Sat;
1.30

I' qv, " 2

&%»ﬁ ’

Meal Times aNANaR =
12-2; 58
Presentation will be !

held on 7 January .j_ﬂ
2014 at 9pm
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@ NEW THINKING.

HYUNDAIINEW POSSIBILITIES.

Just like life,
they're full of nice surprises

0/ APR’
(o

Representative

From £159 per mo

Sandon Road Motors o175 248899
Astonfields Road, Stafford ST16 3UF www.sandonhyundai.co.uk

ina
yundai Affinity Pr
d as a guide for

Fuel COI’bUI‘I’]DtIOI’I in MPG‘(I/1OOI<rn) for ngnda| i20 Active 1‘ 4: Urban 40.4 (7.0), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 54.3 (5 2),
C02 Emissions 122 g/km. Fuel consumption in MPG (1/100km) for Hyundai i30 Classic 1.4 3 Door: Urban 35.8 (7.9), Extra Urban
57.6 (4.9), Combined 47.1 (6.0), CO2 Emissions 139 g/km.




WhatPub

gwde to pubs serving real ale. Currently it mcludes
over 35,800 real ale pubs, about 96% of the total.
also includes real ale restaurants, hotels & clubs, and
4 even over 10,000 nereal ale pubs. Over 22,000 of

gl the real ale pubs have full details, including ales and
iy ciders available, opening times, facilities and features
the rest have some but not all of this information at
the moment.

CAMRA launched this, its first ever national online
pub guide, on Monday 23rd Septembdrhe Heart of
Staffordshire Branch of CAMRA gave a peunch
demonstration of WhatPub at the Olde Rose &
Themgrsoipeny Crown, Stafford, on the 12th of September. The site is
dedicated to helping the public find the best pubs to
suit their needs across Britain,

Searches can be made by pub name or location. They can be refined by search fur
tions for a whole series of facilities and features. If you want you could search for a
pub near the railway station, that sells cider and offers CAMRA members discounts,
provides newspapers to read and has a garden, amongst many other options availa

Go to http:/whatpub.com to start using the guide, you do not have to register or log
Whatpub.com uses a mobile friendly website that works well on most smartphones,
addition a mobile app is planned. It provides thousands of pubs at your fingertips.

WhatPub.com is a comprehensive pub guide and not an online version of the Good
Beer Guide. To find the pubs that serve the best real ale, get the Good Beer Guide,
ther the familiar book or as a mobile app. Abhaok version of the Good Beer Guide is
expected next year. As a comprehensive guide WhatPub lists more genuinely open
pubs than other online sites and gives more detailed and accurate information abou
them, it does not indicate which pubs are in the Good Beer Guide.

CAMRA members have been adding information and testing the site for two years, ¢
continue to add and update information. By logging in they can also enter beer scor
recording the quality of beer in a pub via the site. {S&MRA members can suggest
corrections or updates to entries by email, following a link on the site.



Traditional Family Run Pub

Award Winning Cask Ales

Good Beer Guide |

Home Cooked Food —
Large Conservatory Restaurant :

Large Beer Garden & Car Pa
Buiffets Cateringfar 150+
Quiz Night ve S day
af ] pto 00!

ohd Road Weston,Stafford
3 OH T._l‘el. 01889 270286

Flnd us on

. "k Facebook
1 -

imi\ CAMRA Pub of the Year & o mb
Cider Pub of the Year 2011 3 B %m an

at Wlhiston

The Swan Inn Whiston, Penkridge,
Staffordshire ST19 SQH

Country Pub & Restaurant .
.- . Telephone: 01785 716200
Real Ales & Traditional Ciders E: bookings@swanwhiston.co.uk
Discount for CAMRA Members www.swanwhiston.co.uk
Cosy Bar with Open Fire Opening Times
Lounge & Restaurant serving Monday Spm - 11pm

Tuesday - Friday 12 - 3pm & 5 - 11pm

Good Home Cooked Food
Sat, Sun & Bank Holiday OPEN ALL DAY

Beer Garden & Play Area



This is an advertising feature

The Bear and Pheasant

The Bear & Pheasant is in a perfect location on the edge of the town centre in Stafford.
This is a traditional warm pub with lots of character from oak beams to real fires which are
guaranteed to warm you up on chilly days and winter nights.

Equally weather permitting it also has a cosy beer garden located at the rear of the pub that
would make you think you were in the middle of the countryside.

Atmosphere
With friendly staff and customers it makes it a vibrant atmosphere whenever you chose to visi

Families with children are welcome including pets, to go along and enjoy a relaxing drink, play
pool, darts, and dominos or catch up with the live sports on 3 televisions and a five foot scree

Recently refurbished the Bear & Pheasant hosts pool, darts and dominos teams, new players
teams are welcome. Also a traditional pub quiz is hosted every Thursday night from 9pm with
gallon of beer up for grabs!

The Bear & Pheasant is open every day from 12 noon till midnight Monday to Thursday as we
as Sunday, Friday 12noon till]l lam and 11a
Breakfast being served from 11am till 2pm.

Every other Friday there is a very popular Karaoke from 9pm and live acoustic music every
Saturday from 9pm till midnight. Also on the opposite Friday nights to Karaoke we are starting
a jam night in conjunction with local band Pelo .Tis starts on Frid#\22rch and then every
other Friday at 9..00 pm.

The Bear & Pheasant provides catering for private occasions and caping will be hosting

hot food themed nights every month where tickets can be purchased from behind the bar. Se
our website www.bearandpheasant.co.akface book page for latest dates.

Most importantly we offer a selec-
tion of real ales to choose from as
well as a range of premium lagers,
beers, wines and spirits. Also watc
out for the Bear & Pheasant mini
beer festivals which will be up and

running this summer. M
Real ales being served up in- 15
clude: | BEA”P“”S“E!I
Courage Directors Ale
Greene King Abbot Ale
St Austell Tribute Ale

+ 2 guest rotated guest ales

For latest information on Ales
and whatdés on p a
bearandpheasant@gmail.coemcontact Eddie on 07989174631
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http://www.bearandpheasant.co.uk
mailto:bearandpheasant@gmail.com

WESTON ROAD, STAFFORD
01785 214762

SOMETHING HAPPENING EVERY DAY

MONDAY FREE POOL
TUESDAY TEAM GAMES
WEDNESDAY FREE JUKEBOX
THURSDAY FREE QUIZ

FRIDAY SOUL & MOTOWN (2nd FRIDAY)
SATURDAY FOOTBALL & ENTERTAINMENT
SUNDAY POKER TOURNAMENT

FOOTBALL SHOWN INCLUDING 3PM GAMES

REAL ALE & REAL FOOD.

Plus two or three Guests ales

11




Heart of Staffordshire Young CAMRA

183 30ish? Enjoy real ale or cider? join Heart of Staffordshire Young
CAMRA Facebook Page.

Find us on our Facebook palgeart of Staffordshire Young CAMRA. We
now have a twitter account as w@HOSyoungcamra.

GREYHOUND
COUNTY ROAD i STAFFORD
01785 222432

CAMRA BRANCH PUB OF THE YEAR 2009

8 REAL ALES AVAILABLE
SUNDAY QUIZ NIGHT from 9pm (entry

just £1 per sheet)
QUIZ NIGHT TUESDAY EVENING
MEET THE BREWER NIGHTS
SKY & BT SPORTS

3DHD TV

OPENING TIMES : 4pmi 1130pm Mondayi Thursday
3pmi Midnight Friday
Nooni1 Midnight Saturday
Nooni 11pm Sunday

STEVE & BONITA LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR VISIT

12




First West Midlands Regional Cider
and Perry Festival !

This inaugural event was held at the Italian gothic style West Bromwich To\
Hall at the beginning of September, it will hopefully be repeated in future
years.

A steady stream of customers visited over two days to sample the 120 cide
and perries, from all corners of the country including 2 produced in Stafford
shire. Tastes ranged from the sticky sweet to arid !! Beers were also availe
from Beowulf brewery and Wye Valley together with a selection of cobs anc
pies.

Judging of the regional ciders was undertaken with 34 entries whittled dow
6 in the final, with the top 3 going forward to the national final at Reading.
The winner was Marcherman [7.5%] from Marches Cyder of Luctényas
Butford Organics medium sweet, [6.0%]¢ ®as Wilces Medium [6.0%)].
Thanks go to Sally Lavender and her organising team, together with volunt
from all the regions branches who worked at West Bromwich.

Finally from our own Stafford Beer Festival our Cider of the Fest was Shep)
and the Perry was Olivers.
Neil Butler

Pub News

If you know of beer festivals, discounts schemes, new breweries opening
anything else you think might be of interest to CAMRA members in the
Heart of Staffordshire area let us know bgnailing pubnews@cambridge
camra.org.k You can use the same address for letting us know about any
pub news in the area. We'll treat confidential information with discretion.
Contact the editor oaditor@heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk

13



S|l ater 0s Brewer|y

GREEN HOP

Andrew Slatethas brewed something special for October. Segk.

out O6Green Hopd when visiti D C @
sale at 6The George in Eccl v
It is a 5.9% bitter; golden in colour, the strength supports thef

tremendous amount of green h
to the conditioning beer. Vicki Slater has kindly supplied a p

tograph of those hops!!

When | spoke with Andrew, he was still excited and keen to

ple his 6creationdé; by the e
available for us all to try.

BREWERY SHOP

The Brewery is still very busy; produci

beers; many of which appear in bottles in Supermarkets, and the Brewery Shop. It is wi
worth a visit to the shop (located on Aston Figldeext to the Katherine House ware-

houseian 6Al addindéds Caved for coll ectors!
Andr e w; bottles of his 2 r a\
OEmperoré, regular beer 0 Fc

were available. By prior arrangement, it is possible
purchase 6Sl aterbs Al es
considered during the Christmas Season). Basket §
tions are also available to order. Following a great (
mand for pump clips, they are now available to pur
chase from the shop (and web-
sitewww.slatersales.co.)k

BEERS TO SEEK OUT

60Mad Jaffad (7.0% abv) makes a wel come
has the addition of fresh nutmeg added into the copper, with orange peel added to the

maturationtankT he seasonal ale for September/C
deep mahogany in colour, this full bodied rich malty brew uses Fuggles, Liberty and
Mount Hood hops. Both should be avail at
Mike Harker

14


http://www.slatersales.co.uk/

%ﬂm

HANDORAFTED ALES

STAFFORD

AT BN M | ]
Slater's Ales is a family
owned, award winning brewery

%

Available to buy in

based in Stafford. Slater's Ales a Variety of
are sold nationally and these different ways
top quality beers are now

available direct to the public. O Bottled Beer

Top Totty, Queen Bee
Premium or a mix
of each available in
12 x 500ml bottle packs.

Gift Packs

Top Totty, Queen Bee
and Premium available in
gift packs comprising of
) ! 2 bottles with a specially
SWS | Fine commissioned etched glass

A% 4B

Beer in a Box

PREMIUM Available in 5, 9, 18 or 36

BEST BITTER

pint traditional ale boxes.

Barrel of Beer
Containing 72 pints

Tel: 01785 257976 We can arrange outside bars for any
occasion - please ask details.
www.slatersales.co.uk We also brew delicious seasonal ales.
St Albans Road, Common Road Ind. Est. Visit website to see our latest ranges.
Stafford, ST16 sDR
I e maMdd o e b waa b i Ml S i d bia e cltfior il masthdd o b e il nal
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October is Cider & Perry Month,

October is Cider & Perry Month, CAMRA promotes cider & perry throughout the
year but runs a special campaign through October.

Unlike real ale production, which can happen at any time of the year, real cider &
perry can only be made when the fruit is ripe.

A cider maker produces cider or perry by crushing the apples or pears, then crushing
the pulp to extract the juice. The juice is allowed to ferment using the yeasts that
occur naturally on the skin of the frui mixture of bittersweet and bittersharp cider
apples or sweet dessert apples and cooking apples, or a mixture of the types may be
used to make cidefTraditionally cider apples are used in the West Country, dessert
& cooking apples in East Anglia.

Perry is normally made from perry pears, but can be made from dessert pears. Pyder
is make from a mixture of pears & apples crushed together and has been found in
cider producing areas across Europe. It should not be confused with unreal "pear
cider".

The choosing, pressing and blending of the fruit to make cider or perry is just as much
of a craft as making beer, and produces a vast range of tastes, styles and aromas,
similar to those produced in fine wingike wine, each year's fruit produces a unique
vintage, so much so that cider and perry have been sometimes called 'The Wine of the
West'.

October is a very active time for cider makers, especially for those who make only a
small amount of ciderHarvest time for cider fruit is roughly from September to
November and by October production is in full flow.

CAMRA has set October aside as Cider & Perry Month, in the same way as May is
set aside as Mild Month. Most beer festivals in the area (see diary) also stock a good
range of ciders, but there do not seem to be any specific cider festivals in the area.

Hereford Cider Museum is holding a Cidermaking Festival on 19th & 20th October at
the Museum. See their websitevw.cidermuseum.co.ukfor details.

Common Ground has designated 21st October as Apple Day, a countrywide
celebration of the 2,000+ varieties of apples grown in this country. For a list of events
see:.www.commonground.org.uk

If you want to make cider from your own apples then Haywood Parkarm on
the A513 at Shugborough offer an apple pressing service. They have an
Apple Day and Farmers Market on the 19th October
www.haywoodparkfarm.co.uk/page43.html

Woody's Cider at Branston, near Burton may take apples in examge for
cider, see woodyscider.co.uk/

16



At Ecclesthall

KEEP
CALM
& DRINK
REAL ALE

CIDER & PERRY

Autumn Cider Festival
25th ~ 27th October

Showcasing a selection of traditional Cider & Perrry.

Winter Beer Festival
6th ~ 9th December

Enjoy a selection of Real Ales, Cider & Perry
from some of the UK's finest independent producers

Further details of these and our other events may be found on
our website and Facebook page.

The Bell At Eccleshall EFEE
16, High Street, Eccleshall, Stafford. ST21 6BZ =,
T: (01785) 850378 E: info@thebelleccleshall.com =

www.thebelleccleshall.com

17



Memories

We came across this photo recently, it was described as "a CAMRA demo against the
closure of Joules". Does anyone remember this event? Was it either associated with a
protest march in November 1973 through Stone against the closure of Joules Brewery or
with the "Wake for Joules Brewery" in Stone which was held on 31 October 1974?

We know that for the 1974 Wake Rod Tolley, the then \Gtmirman of the local

branch, dressed as an undertaker. Is that him in the photo, and who is the "mad monk"?
We are always interested in old photos and rej
cords of CAMRA activities in the Heart of Stai ;',
fordshire area. We would particularly like to sef
and, if possible copy issues 8, 9 & 10, and an| .
issues after 14, of Pints of View, the local
CAMRA newsletter in the 1980s. We are alsc
interested in some of the issues of Potters Ba
the Potteries branch newsletter which had a C
tral Staffordshire section between 1994 and
2009.

N/
<

T AN
' RA Me’mB‘efr’S
b Discount: }

|_|_ CASKALES & =
ADITIO‘I\%L CIDERS

J%LRAYEVERY DAY  terrs & condions appiy

BEST BAR NONE

The Swan Inn Stone 01785 815570
www.swaninnstone.co.uk 18 Stafford St, Stone ST15 8QW
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AA Recommended, AA Pick of the Pubs,

7KH *RRG 3XE *XLGHTV 6WDIIRUGVKLUH
Year.As recommended in: Les Routiers in BritarPubs

and Inns Guide 2009: CAMRAGood Beer Guide 2009:

CAMRA +Good Food Guide 2009: Which? Guide
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