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Beer at Heart is published by the Heart of Staffordshire Branch of the Campaign 

for Real Ale (CAMRA). É CAMRA unless otherwise stated. 

 

The views expressed are those of the authors, and do not necessarily represent 

those of CAMRA, the Heart of Staffordshire Branch or the Editor 

  

Comments, articles, letters etc; 

Contact the Editor at editor@heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk  or  phone Julie 

on 07779 618438 

 

Beer at Heart Advertising: Mike Harker  2 Herons Close  Stafford ST17 4UF 

Mobile: 0771 747 3935  mikeharker@onetel.com   

 

If you would like a copy of this magazine posted to you 4 times a year please 

send Ã3 to Mike Harker at the above address along with your details. 

 

Trading Standards telephone 08453 303313 

 

If so here is a handy checklist of things to do:  

· Contact councillors 

· Contact your MP 

· Contact your planning authority 

· Start a petition 

· Establish an email action group 

· Send a press release 

· Hold a local meeting 

· Set up an action group- 

· Set up a group to co-ordinate the cam-

paign 

· Start a letter writing campaign 

· Collate facts to support the case 

· Publish a newspaper 

· Run a local survey 

· Contact local media 

· Enlist local celebrities 

· Find out if the pub is a listed building 

Is your local in danger of closing? 

http://uk.mc871.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mikeharker@onetel.com
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Editorial 

Its official, there will be a 5th Stafford  Beer Festival, we are just waiting to con-

firm the dates as we are working around some event called The Olympics this 

year.  We are sure that dates will be finalised in the next couple of weeks, so 

watch out for the dates.  More details on how to keep up to date are on page 22.   

Spring is finally on its way (and it certainly feels like it today) and this is the time 

to go out and find some of our fine pubs beyond the towns and out into the villag-

es.  Perhaps two of our pubs of the month at Marchington and High Offley will 

tempt you out. 

Yet another pub has closed in Stafford, The Pie and Ale House, and others are un-

der threat both within Stafford and elsewhere in our branch area.  Pubs are a vital 

link for communities and need to be supported, should your local be in danger 

then there is a list of handy steps you can follow opposite, and if you contact us as 

well we will do all we can to help. 

At one time we were fighting to save breweries, we are winning that battle, now 

we need somewhere to drink their wares. 

STOP  PRESS 

The Joules Clock has been returned to Stone High Street after an absence of many 

years. Unveiling on the 14 February when people were asked if they would like to 

pop the question as the clock is turned on by the Stone MayorðI don't have any 

information as to whether anyone didðEd 

Skittles 
On the 18 February an intrepid band of  HOS members went to the Swan at Brewood 

to take on a group of Wolverhampton members.  A great time was had by all, with 

HOS narrowly beating Wolverhampton.  The hospitality and food provided by the 

Swan was exceptional, for which we thank them.  Return match soon! 

 

News 

Both teams 

HOS team 
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Since the last award for Pub of the Month in September 2009, The Bell has built on 

the foundations laid and flourished despite the economic gloom and changing times 

in the licensed trade in Eccleshall.  

The landscaped garden originally mentioned has now matured and become well es-

tablished, peaceful drinking area.  

The main bar has been extended providing a more efficient serving area. Other 

works included a new floor and the provision of 3 more hand pulls together with 

another Guinness, Peroni, Carling together with the addition of Stowford Press to the 

Bellôs cider range consequently there are now 8 hand pulls for real ale, there general-

ly being a choice from the Titanic and Holdens breweries with Joules IPA also be-

coming a firm favourite. 

As well as being a óTitanic Blue Ribbonô holder and óInn of Excellence.ô Gary re-

cently scored 100% in his S.I.B.A. audit.  

Fundraising has become a feature of the pub with a variety of events taking place 

e.g. quizzes, raffles, etc. The sponsored charity is óRonald McDonald Houseô in Bir-

mingham. Over Ã6000 has been raised and the figure is still rising. The property pro-

vides accommodation for parents and families whilst their children are undergoing 

treatment in Birmingham Childrenôs hospital. The charity came to Garyôs attention 

through a local teenagerôs parents who used the facility. (who has successfully re-

covered). Soon a room is to be 

named óThe Eccleshall roomô 

as a thank you for support 

from the area. During March a 

25 mile sponsored walk from 

the Wrekin in Shropshire back 

to the Bell with proceeds go-

ing to the above charity.  

As you read this and at the 

time of the presentation 

Thursday 5 April another 

Easter Beer festival at the Bell 

will be starting. Join us for the 

presentation 9pm Thursday 5 

April. 

NB 

Pub of the Months  - April 

The Bell - Eccleshall 
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Pub of the Month  - May 

The Bulls Head -  Marchington 

The Bulls Head is a traditional, individual country pub located in the village of March-

ington, near Uttoxeter, Staffordshire. 

We have a great reputation locally as a drinker's pub; our Marston's Pedigree and regu-

lar monthly guest ales are amongst the area's favourite, being of such a consistently 

high standard, that we are now in the CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 2012. 

We also provide delicious home made food at reasonable prices on Friday and Saturday 

nights and telephoning beforehand is recommended. 

Both the bar and lounge have welcoming real fires lit during the winter months,  and 

we have a large patio area at the rear of the pub where you can enjoy your drink out of 

doors during the summer.  The front bar is an area of  historical interest being almost 

unaltered from the pre Victorian days of the original coaching Inn. 

Walkers with or without well-behaved dogs (on leads) are welcome except in the 

Lounge. 

The Bull's Head prides itself on being a community pub. We have two football clubs 

and a darts team, and there are quizzes, acoustic musicians session nights on the first 

Saturday every month, fishing matches, and the occasional pig racing event, alongside 

regular fundraising events such as the annual St Georges Day Celebrations which are 

worth checking out. We will also be showcasing more live music in 2012 so keep your 

eye on the web site at www.bullsheadmarchington.co.uk 

We can provide outside bars, and our lounge is also available for private functions for 

which we can provide food if 

required. 

So give us a try whether you 

want to enjoy a quiet beer in the 

lounge or get involved with the 

lively banter with the regulars 

in the bar. 

Opening Times: Monday to 

Friday 5.00pm til 11.00pm, 

Saturday 12.00noon til 

11.00pm,            Sunday 

12.00noon til 3.00pm and 

6.00pm til 10.30pm. 

Telephone 01283 820358  

Email bullshead@orangehome.co.uk 

Presentation 9pm 3 May, come and join us. 
NB 
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I first came across the Anchor in March 1977 when eight 

of us had hired a narrowboat and were boating up the 

Shroppie. We moored outside the pub and found the door 

locked, then another boat with eight more people moored 

behind us. In response to a knock on the door the land-

lord opened the up and let us in.  After an enjoyable 

lunch of beer & sandwiches we moved on, but have nev-

er needed an excuse to find our way back. 

The landlord was Graham Cliff who unfortunately died 

in 1986 but the pub is still run by his wife Olive.  Indeed 

the pub has been run by members of the family since 

1870.  Lily Pascal, the great grandmother of Oliveôs late 

husband, was running the pub by 1903, and it is intended that Olive's daughter Elaine will take over 

the pub in due course.  The pub itself dates from 1830, but whether it is very late Georgian or from 

early in the reign of William IV is a matter of debate 

The pub now is little changed since my first visit in 1977 and has been much the same for many 

years before that. Enter the door and you are in the bar which has a quarry tiled floor and 2 high 

backed settles. There's a grandfather clock and a real fire. Above the fireplace are photos and certifi-

cates relating to the pub. To your left as you enter it is equally basic and unspoilt with tables and 

wooden benches. 

Outside, there's a well kept lawn with attractive flowerbeds at the front of the pub and tables for 

outside drinking where one can watch the passing canal traffic. There are also the obligatory outside 

toilets. Behind the pub is a caravan & camping site and the pub has been the Caravan Club pub of 

the year as well as a long term entry in CAMRA's Good Beer Guide. 

The beer available is Wadworth 6X and until about 4 years ago it was fetched in jugs from the cel-

lar, now handpumps have been fitted to save Olive the trip down the narrow cellar steps. Beer is still 

usually pulled into the jugs before pouring into glasses.  Westons Cider is available in the summer 

months. 

No fruit machines, no jukebox or piped music and the only live music is impromptu session by peo-

ple who don't find the need to use amplifiers, just their voice and a guitar 

The phrase 'unspoilt gem' is grossly overused, but there is a timelessness to pubs like this, it really 

does feel like a throwback to a gentler era with a much slower pace of life, and a real gem this pub 

is.  

The Anchor is easiest to find if you are travelling by narrowboat, just moor by Bridge 42 on the 

Shroppie.  For travellers by road the easiest way is from the  

A519 in Woodseaves, turn onto High Offley Road, continue into High Offley  and 200 yards past 

the church turn left into Peggs Lane.  Drive down this, cross over the canal bridge and the Anchor 

Inn is on the left.  For satnav users the postcode is ST20 0NB, but don't blame me where it takes 

you. For users of real maps the NGR is SJ775256. 

Opening times are 12-3, 7-11 Mon-Sun but the pub may not open weekday lunchtimes in the winter, 

phone 01785 284569 to check if you are travelling any distance to visit the pub. 

The Pub of the Month Award will be presented on 7th June at 9pm. 

JW/RF 

Pub of the Month  - June 

The Anchor -  High Offley 
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THE RAILWAY INN 

 

CASTLE STREET 

STAFFORD 

01785 607057 

 

Tradition Public House  

Bass, London Pride, and rotating guest ales 

 

Sky Sports 

Beer Garden 

 

Relaxed friendly atmosphere 

Close to the Railway Station 

 

Opening Times: 

MondayðThursday    5ðclose 

FridayðSunday        12ðclose 

 

Also try our other Pub 

The Lamb Inn  Broad Eye 

THE LAMB INN 
 

BROAD EYE 

STAFFORD 

01785-603902 

 

Traditional Public House offering Award 

Winning Cask Ales 

(Bombardier, London Pride, and two Guest 

Ales from the Finest Cask Range) 

 

Cask Marque Accredited 

 

Car parking Available 

Local to Public transport, Town Centre 

Amenities and Lorry Park 

Sporting Events Covered (3 TVs) 

Relaxed Friendly atmosphere 

Welcoming Customers Old and New 

Also try our other PubðThe Railway in 

Castle Street 

GREYHOUND 

COUNTY ROAD ï STAFFORD 
01785 222432 

 

 CAMRA BRANCH PUB OF THE YEAR 2009 

 

· 8 REAL ALES AVAILABLE 

· QUIZ NIGHT TUESDAY EVENING 

· MEET THE BREWER NIGHTS 

· SKY & ESPN SPORTS 

· 3D HD TV 

 

 OPENING TIMES: 4pm ï 1130pm Monday ï Thurs-

day 

3pm ï Midnight Friday 

Noon ï Midnight Saturday 

Noon ï 11pm Sunday 

 

 STEVE & BONITA LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR VISIT 
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{ǘŀũƻǊŘ wƻŀŘΣ ²ŜǎǘƻƴΣ {ǘŀũƻǊŘ 
{ǘŀũƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜ 
{¢му лI¢ 

¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΥ лмууф нтлнус 

¶ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ CŀƳƛƭȅ wǳƴ tǳō 

¶ !ǿŀǊŘ ²ƛƴƴƛƴƎ /ŀǎƪ !ƭŜǎ 

¶ DƻƻŘ ōŜŜǊ DǳƛŘŜ нлмм 

¶ IƻƳŜ /ƻƻƪŜŘ CƻƻŘ 

¶ [ŀǊƎŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ 

¶ [ŀǊƎŜ .ŜŜǊ DŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊ tŀǊƪ 

¶ .ǳũŜǘ /ŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ мрлҌ 

¶ vǳƛȊ bƛƎƘǘ 9ǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

 /ŀǎƘ tǊƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϻнлл 

²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǇ ƛƴ ϧ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ DǳŜǎǘ 
!ƭŜǎ ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ aƛŎǊƻ .ǊŜǿŜǊƛŜǎΗ 

GEORGE INN , ECCELSHALL  

 

 

EASTER BANK HOLIDAY BEER FESTIVAL  

 
 

 
 

LIVE MUSIC -  

GOOD FRIDAY (6th APRIL) 

 

UMOOMPAH BAND - SUNDAY 

3pm 

 

SIXTEEN plus REAL ALES AND 

CIDERS. 

 

 

MORE INFORMATION FROM 

- VICKI SLATER 01785 850300 
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Peel Terrace, 
Stafford  
01785 246562 

 
 

Darts, Poker & Crib 

 
Sky Sports 

 
Beer garden 

 
Cask ales served 

 
 

Wolverhamp-
ton Rd ,  

Stafford  
01785 251717 

 
 

Good food served daily 

 
Live entertainment 

 at weekends 

 
Sky sports 

Pool  

 

 
 

 
Warm atmosphere awaits all 

 
Sky Sports 

 
Pool & Darts 

 
 

Marston Rd ,  
Stafford  
01785 246624 

  
  

Good range of cask ales 
 

Food served daily 
 

Sky Sports 
Pool & Darts 

 

Weston Rd , 

Stafford  
 01785 214762 
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18ð30ish? Enjoy real ale? join Heart of Staffordshire Young CAMRA  

Facebook Page. 
 

Who are we?  We are a group of people who are under 30 who enjoy real ale and cider.  

We like to get together once a month or so and try out new pubs in different areas, and 

enjoy some fun and good conversation. We are also passionate about promoting real ales, 

supporting local pubs and campaigning.  We would like to have enough members to ar-

range pub crawls, especially with neighbouring branches, go on brewery visits and gener-

ally have a good time.  We are planning a pub crawl round Stone in the near future . 

All our forthcoming events can be found on our Facebook page Heart of Staffordshire  

Young CAMRA.  We now have a twitter account as well @HOSyoungcamra.  All our 

future events will be posted on both of these 

 

  

Heart of Staffordshire Young CAMRA 

The Price of Beer 

Found in an old Cambridge Newsletter (ALE) from 1992 were these prices from Rugeley . 

ñthe least I have paid for bitter is Ã1.05 and the most Ã1.15.  Mild has ranged from Ã1.00 

to Ã1.06 with a special offer of 92p on Hansons Mild.  Compare this with Cambridge 

where the cheapest bitter cost Ã1.28 and mild Ã1.16 as the wages costs for the two regions 

are similar, and I doubt that there is a vast difference in the Uniform Business Rate, why 

the difference in beer prices?ò 

Two things struck me from this; firstly can anyone work out the equivalent cost today, 

which would then allow us to see how much beer has gone up (if it has) and secondly 

whether Cambridge and Rugeley are still as comparable as they were?  - Replies to the 

usual email address.  Ed 

 

Luisa and Dave (Young CAMRA 

reps for Heart of Staffordshire 

Branch )CAMRA)

(luisa.wilkinson@btinternet.com) 
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Following all the publicity concerning óTop Tottyô things have 'gone ballisticô at 

the brewery. A poster has been produced about the banning of Top Totty in a 

House of Commons bar. Large numbers of enquiries for cask and bottled ver-

sions are being received. A shortage of bottles has resulted, this is being re-

solved with Holdenôs Brewery who provide the bottling facility for Slaterôs. 

Bottled óTop Tottyô is being promoted by Kerrang radio, with sales via their 

website. Regular sales are made direct from the Brewery, via various websites 

and the beer is listed by a number of wholesalers. Brewery tours are being pro-

moted following the increased interest in Slaterôs Ales. 

óHakaô is available in Wetherspoon to coincide with the Six Nations Rugby 

from January to the March. óArcticô, the seasonal beer for February, was brewed 

in January and should now be being enjoyed. The March/April seasonal beer, 

Supreme, was being brewed as this was being written. óDiamond Jubileeô, a 

4.3% English Bitter, is being planned for brewing during May for June sale.  A 

beer branded óButler Bellô is being supplied to the new Wetherspoon Pub in 

Stafford 

  óQueen Beeô is being brewed in ócraft batchesô for a smaller selection of spe-

cialist customers. All artwork and point of sale materials have now been updat-

ed. Much effort has been spent on sourcing hops. Following changes at the 

Brewery owned pub, The George Inn, Eccleshall, Vicki and Fay Slater are no 

longer at the Brewery which has resulted in a ómanpowerô shortage. Mini casks 

(9 pint) of any available ale are available to order. 

Mike Harker ï 24th February 2012 

Slaterôs Brewery News 

SUN BEER FESTIVAL  
THE ENTIRE TITANIC FLEET WILL BE IN PORT! 

The Sun, Stafford, will be holding a beer festival 13th-15th April, to coincide with the 

100th anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic. It is planned to have the entire Titanic Fleet 

in Port; every available beer from Titanic Brewery will be in the Sun! 

 

Also planned are the following festivals: 

Mayday Weekend: 5th-7th May 

August Bank Holiday: 24th-27th August. 

 

The target is to have 100 guest ales available over the three festivals. 

This will truly commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Titanic Disaster!! 

More information from: 01785 248 361 
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Have you ever wondered about 

your  family, where you come from 

what your forebears did, publican? 

brewer? 

 

Professional  genealogy researchers 

can help you find out and even pro-

duce you own unique family histo-

ry record and printed family tree 

For more details email:  

kaluroots@btinternet.com  

or visit our website at 

www.kaluroots.co.uk 

 

Kaluroots 
The Horse and Jockey 
Market Street  Penkridge 

01785 712779 

 

Newly refurbished Traditional Real Ale Pub 

(Four rotated real ales) 

 

Real Log Fires in both Bars. 

 

Food Served   12-7:30 Monday-Friday 

             12-4 Saturday 

Sunday Carvery from 12-3pm.  

Choice of meats with freshly prepared vegeta-

bles and a selection of real ales to compliment 

your food.  

Only Ã6.95 (Ã4.95 senior citizens and chil-

dren meals.) 

 

New CASK MARQUE awarded 

 

Karaoke - Friday and Saturday in the Bar 

Sporting Events on  Sky. 

4* food rating in órate my placeô 
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In June 2009 Cherryl Poppitt was 

employed as the manager by Titanic 

Brewery for The Royal Exchange public 

house in stone, Staffordshire. Having 

lived in stone for 10 years, Cherryl 

always wanted to live on the high street 

and run a pub so this was the perfect 

opportunity for her to fulfil her dream.  

As a daughter and employee working for 

my mum was the best experience I could 

possibly get in bar work, Cherryl also 

created a fantastic bar team which she 

trained and made them confident in the 

service industry, and shows their 

commitment to the pub as the majority 

are university students that want to come 

back and work in university breaks as 

they love the pub so much. 

There is numerous nights and events mum set up, such as her friends and 

colleagues playing in the ladies darts team every Wednesday playing home 

and away, knitting club, marche hare kitchens slow food, Georgeôs local pies, 

jazz night and the fantastic ale festival in the beer garden of the exchange in 

summer, which was a great success. 

Cherrylôs proudest moment was when she got Pub of the Month by CAMRA, 

the cellar was the heartbeat of the exchange for mum and kept the standard of 

ale exceptional and great knowledge of guest ales which the customers highly 

complimented. 

In Oct 2011 Cherryl sadly passed away with cancer, family and friends are 

devastated but extremely proud that she created such a fantastic community 

and fond memories for everyone at The Royal Exchange. 

 

By  Laura Poppitt  (Daughter) 

A Tribute To 
Cherryl Poppitt Manager Of The Royal Exchange 

Stone, Staffordshire 
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1st Monday of the month -Comedy Night  

Wednesdays -Darts Night  

Thursdays -Jam Night  

Saturdays -Live Acoustic Acts  

Sundays - Big Money Quiz  

Sandwiches available ALL DAY  

We are in 2011 GBG  

Your Local in the Town Centre  

 

27 Whiskeys 
 

6 Hand Pumps 

The Swan at Whiston   
Whiston 
Penkridge 
ST19 5QH 

Tel 01785 716200 
Email:   

Bookings@swanwhiston.co.uk 
www.swanwhiston.co.uk 

In the Good Beer Guide since 2003 

 
Extensive Food Menu 

Real Ales 
 

Heart of Staffordshire Pub of the Year and Cider Pub of the Year 
2011 

Opening Times:- 
            Monð5:00pmð11:00pm 
           Tues-Thurs 12:00pmð3:00 pm  - 5:00pm-11:00pm 
           Friday  12:00pmð3:00pmð5:00pmð12:00pm 

          Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holidays  - Open all day from Noon. 

  

Joxer Brady's 
4 St Martins Place Stafford  

01785 228183 
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Tony Bushell and Kevin Cleuge are the new licensees of the Talbot in Stone. London 

Pride and Pedigree are the two main beers. six months in and the pub is on the up, 

with darts, pool, crib and a quiz on Thursdays , it has the sports bar feel , well worth 

a pint when you get off the train or are on a crawl. We wish them well for the future. 

Michelle Hughes is the new Licensee of the Royal Exchange. She is looking for a 

seamless transition and is going to " be herself and enhance what is already here 

".She hails from Leek and although she worked in a pub 15 years ago the old skills 

never disappear , She has been an NVQ assessor in the trade for 15 years.  You know 

the pubs going in the right direction when a nine of Oakham Citra lasts 5 hours. 

Good luck to her and her team. 

The Blue Rooms in Stone famous for Georgeôs Pies has sold Real Ale for a while 

now. Starting with 4&1/2s of Titanic and Lymestone .he now has two pulls and has 

served seven different Titanic ales, various Lymestone beers, Everards Tiger and 

Shepherd Neame Spitfire. A planned refurbishment in February will see the front bar 

area become "Gannons ".Pop in for a pint ,no longer just for food it will be open 7 

days a week 11 till late , 12-11 on Sundays, and with real ale also on in Granvilles , 

its a great addition to the towns ale scene. 

Neil Farden 

New Licensees, Stone 

The Swan Inn StoneThe Swan Inn StoneThe Swan Inn Stone   

Real AleReal AleReal Ale   
9 CASK ALE PUMPS FEATURING JJJOHNOHNOHN   JJJOULESOULESOULES   

& & & SONSSONSSONS   OLD PRIORY AND LYMESTONELYMESTONELYMESTONE   ALES 

Real Music Real Music Real Music    
EVERY WEDNESDAY,  

THURSDAY AND SATURDAY 

Annual Beer Festival 7thAnnual Beer Festival 7thAnnual Beer Festival 7th---15th JULY 15th JULY 15th JULY 

2012 2012 2012 . . .    
 

Heart of Staffordshire CAMRA Pub of the Year 

2010 

 

Real PeopleReal PeopleReal People   
FRIENDLY, WELCOMING ATMOS-

PHERE.  

Winners of BEST BAR NONE 2010 

Swan Inn Pale April 

10 ales voted by you throughout April  

Thatôs YOUR FAVOURITE ALE ALL 

MONTH 

10% Discount  

on all Cask Ales and Traditional Ciders to 

CAMRA Members with valid member card 

ALL DAY EVERY DAY!!! 
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AA Recommended, AA Pick of the Pubs, 

The Good Pub Guideôs Staffordshire Dining Pub of the 

Year. As recommended in: Les Routiers in Britain - - Pubs 
and Inns Guide 2009: CAMRA ï Good Beer Guide 2009:  

CAMRA ï Good Food Guide 2009: Which? Guide   
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Smallest Bar in Staffordshire 
Does size matter? 

A reader's query - 

 

ñThe Red Lion, Millwich,; also known as the 'Romping Cat' has a serving area 

5.5 metres by 1.5 metres. Is this the smallest serving area in Staffordshire? 

 

Andrew c/o 'Sir Thomas Brocklebank', Joules Wharf, Stone.ò 

 

 

Funnily enough I was thinking of asking very much the same thing.  Nationally 

the traditional fight was between the Nutshell, Bury St Edmunds at 12 x 7 ft 

(110 sq ft, 10.22 sq m) and the Smith's Arms, Godmanstone at 20 x 10 ft (200 sq 

ft, 18.58 sq m).  It all depended if you chose to ignore the adjoining bed & 

breakfast accomodation, function room and outside drinking area at the Smith's 

Arms or the two, unused, floors above the Nutshell, none of these are included 

in the figures above.  Guinness Book of Records solved the problem by declar-

ing Smith's Arms as smallest detached building containing a pub and the Nut-

shell as the smallest bar. The Smith's Arms has now closed, which settles that 

argument. 

 

The Lakeside Inn at Southport now holds the smallest building record at 22 x 16 

ft (352 sq ft, 32.7 sq m) and the smallest bar may be the Signal Box Inn on the 

Cleethorpes Coast Light Railway station at Cleethorpes. Originally a signal box 

at Scunthorpe it was moved to Cleethorpes and converted to a pub. Quoted size 

is 8 x 6 ft (64 sq ft, 5.95 sq m) but it does have an outdoor drinking area. 

 

Other contenders were the Bonny Gem at Aylesford, but that was only ever con-

sidered to be the smallest pub in Kent and has now closed and the Rake, Bor-

ough Market, London at 91sq ft, 8.45sq m which seems quite large, and anyway 

its owners deny that it is a pub. 

 

The Milwich Red Lion is significantly larger than these at 252.95 sq ft, 23.5 sq 

m, but is it the smallest bar in the area?  Let's have your suggestions for firstly 

the smallest building that is a pub and the secondly the pub with the smallest 

total bar area.  Details of ñsmallest pubsò seem firmly anchored to Imperial 

measurements, but we can cope with metric. 

 
RJF 
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A Country Pub at the centre of 

the County Town 

· Offering Warm Comforta-

ble Surroundings 

· Food Served daily 12 ï 

9:30 

· Open for breakfast 7:30 ï 

10:30 

· Attractive bars, 27 Bed-

rooms all ensuite with 

TV. 

· Cask Ales from all around 

the UK 

· Try our friendly welcome 

 
Members forum 

 
Members of the Heart of Staffordshire 

Branch of CAMRA have their own on

-line forum for the discussion of all 

things beery.  It is rather unused at the 

moment, so if you are a member, go to 

the Branch website at: 

http://
www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk 

 

then click on the members area button 

and select Forum.  Sign in, or register 

if you havenôt already done so, and 

get posting. 


