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Beer at Heart is published by the Heart of Staffordshire Branch of the Campaign 

for Real Ale (CAMRA). É CAMRA unless otherwise stated. 

 

The views expressed are those of the authors, and do not necessarily represent 

those of CAMRA, the Heart of Staffordshire Branch or the Editor 

  

Comments, articles, letters etc; 

Contact the Editor at editor@heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk  or  phone Julie 

on 07779 618438 

 

Beer at Heart Advertising: Mike Harker  2 Herons Close  Stafford ST17 4UF 

Mobile: 0771 747 3935  mikeharker@onetel.com   

 

Trading Standards telephone 08453 303313 

 

If so here is a handy checklist of things to do:  

· Contact councillors 

· Contact your MP 

· Contact your planning authority 

· Start a petition 

· Establish an email action group 

· Send a press release 

· Hold a local meeting 

· Set up an action group- 

· Set up a group to co-ordinate the cam-

paign 

· Start a letter writing campaign 

· Collate facts to support the case 

· Publish a newspaper 

· Run a local survey 

· Contact local media 

· Enlist local celebrities 

· Find out if the pub is a listed building 

Is your local in danger of closing? 

http://uk.mc871.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mikeharker@onetel.com
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Editorial 

The end of another year reached, where does the time go.  What a year, we had 

our most successful beer festival, we saw pubs successfully reopening, and pubs 

increasing their range of real ales.  It is now official that amongst the young, real 

ale is more popular than lager!  Our membership also continues to grow. 

It is not a time to be complacent though.  Too many pubs are closing down see the 

article on page 28, and there are still too many loopholes for particularly Pubcoôs 

to use to get round planning.  If we want to go on drinking real ale then we need 

pubs to drink them in! 

On a brighter note, 40 or so of our members recently enjoyed a trip to Chester, 

this was a combined shopping and sampling pubs trip and included a stop on the 

way back at the Tolmarche a very fine hostelry who made us very welcome.  

Look out for future trips and come and join us. (see the diary on page 29) 

Finally, may we wish a very merry Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous 2012 

to you and yours from us and ours.  

It is that time of year again when we draw up the list for possible contenders to 

the 2013 Good Beer Guide, do you have a pub you wish to suggest?  If so let us 

know, either via the website or by emailing the editor at the email address oppo-

site before 21 December 2011.  We draw up the list in January in order to give 

ourselves enough time to survey all the pubs before making our final choices.  If 

you are a CAMRA member, you can play a more active part by recording your 

óBeer Scoresô on the CAMRA website as these are taken into account. 

Finally, we have stopped sending this magazine out to members to try and reduce 

costs, it should be available in your local pub, and is also available to read and 

download on the website.  However, if you would like to receive your own copy 

by post you can subscribe by sending us your name and address and Ã3.00 to cov-

er postage to Mike Harker, address opposite. 

News 
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The Horse and Jockey is one of the oldest pubs in Penkridge and dates from  before 1754. 

The pub is named after the horses and their owners at the world famous horse fair held close 

by. It was possibly the place Robert Lewis Stevenson mingled with jockeys from the horse 
fair and led him to comment óthis is the greatest horse fair in the worldô . In 1835 the premis-

es were owned by the Penkridge Young Menôs Friendly Society but later the licensee was 

also the owner . He was also a wheelwright and maltster ï  and brewed his own beer. This is 

a pub steeped in history.  

Now the Horse and Jockey is a traditional real ale pub at the heart of the community.  Lucy 

has worked hard at keeping the cellar and 

takes real pride in her work which you 

will realise when you taste the real ale. 

There are now at least three real ales, 

Hobgoblin, Doomba, Tribute and a house 

bitter Tetleys Horse and Jokey. The pub 
has also just received full marks from 

cask mark which they are very proud of.  

The refit earlier this year has really in-

creased the appeal of the pub, creating a 

nice friendly atmosphere and bringing in 

more locals. The lounge in particular has 

been made much more inviting, with a 

total re-positioning of the bar. The lounge 

is a lovely place to enjoy lunch and even-

ing meals at reasonable prices served from the kitchen which received 4* in rate my place. 

Now the winter is here the open fire in the lounge is alight to keep you cosy and comfy while 
you enjoy your pint. If you are a bar person do not worry as there is a log burner in the bar to 

keep you toasty as well.  

The Jockey has got the facilities to show any live matches you wish to watch and also horse 

racing on their four big screens (they will also turn the TVôs off when no one is actively 

watching them) 

If you are after a pub with great atmosphere and wish to enjoy a lovely pint in front of the 

open fire, where J R Tolkin may have sat, then pop into the Horse & Jockey where you will 

get a warm welcome from Mike & Lucy and their staff, you will not be disappointed. 

 

The Horse and Jockey, Market Street Penkridge ST19 5DH, Monday - 11am - 11pm, Tues-

dayðThursday 12pm -11pm, Friday 12-1:30am, Saturday 11-1:30am, Sunday 12-11pm.   
 

POTM Presentation will take place on Thursday 5 January at 9pm, come and join us. 

Pub of the Months  - January 

Horse and Jockey  - Penkridge 
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Pub of the Month  - February 

The Greyhound  - Stafford 

The Greyhound is a true free house, 

no ties to any brewery or pub-co.  

Eight cask beers are available at all 

times, mostly from small and micro 

breweries.  The selection is ever-

changing, the only certainty being 

that local beers are well represented. 

All the pub rooms feature a beer 

menu chalk-board with the name, 

tasting notes, strength and price 

marked up.  It is quite in order to go 

into the pub, peruse the chalk board and order ña pint of number three pleaseò !  

After getting your pint you can then check out the list of forthcoming attractions, 

usually at least half a dozen beers to expect in the next fortnight or so. 

Being free of tie allows licensees Steve and Bonita to run the pub in their own way.  

This includes keeping all beers in the cellar for a week to settle and adjust to the 

cellar temperature before Steve will consider serving them.   As an indication of the 

dedication to beer, The Greyhound hosts a 'meet the brewer' event every three 

months or so.  There's a popular quiz every Tuesday and traditional pub games too. 

TG does not do hot food but it should be noted that local pork pies and excellent 

value filled baps are always available.  No pub car-park, but there's street parking 

and a council car park just around the corner (in Gaol Road) 

The pub has two large rooms front and back as well as a heated outdoor drinking/

smoking area.  The front room has a large flat screen for sports fans but the back 

room is resolutely kept 'quiet', no TV, muzak or juke-box.  Just good craic. 

 

The Greyhound, County Road, Stafford, ST16 2PU  Open 4-11:30 pm Mon-Thu, 3-

12 Fri and 12-12 Sat & Sun.   Well-behaved dogs are welcome. 

 

For sheer variety of choice and beer quality you would have to go a long way to 

match The Greyhound.  

 

 The Pub of the Month award will be made around 9pm on Thursday 2 Feb 2012 

PV   
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The Hollybush Inn is renowned for the 

excellence of the food and ales. Beers are 

sourced from the óSIBA Local Schemeô, 

and as part of óAdmiral Tavernsô the wid-

est possible selection is on offer. Beers 

from Titanic & Lymestone feature regu-

larly; a beer from a womanôs co-operative 

(Off Beat Brewery) óCookie Goldô has 

also been very enthusiastically received. 

Geoff Holland has been the Licensee for 

many years, and in 2011 he organised a 

Beer Festival, 18 ales and 2 ciders were on 

sale; all sold out by Saturday night. Geoff is planning a summer festival for 2012, and he 

hopes to offer two festivals each year. 

A considerable amount of information concerning the history of the pub can be found on 

the website www.hollybushinn.co.uk The pub is purported to be the second licensed pub 

in the country; this fact is, however, difficult to confirm. It has definitely been licensed 

since 1834, and was selling ales as a óbeer houseô prior to that, and is thought to date from 

1190. 

During the reign of King Charles II (1660-1685) licenses would have been more 

ógeneralô; it is difficult to believe that preference would have been granted to the Holly-

bush Inn, Salt over, for example, The Vine Hotel, Stafford. There is also no reference to 

the Hollybush Inn in reports of the nearby óBattle of Hopton Heathô during the English 

Civil War. What is certain though, is that the Hollybush is one of the oldest and best pubs 

in the countryside around Stafford. Photographs show the pub in its current and former 

guise ï a visit is thoroughly recommended! 

 

Presentation of the Pub of the Month Tro-

phy & certificate will take place at 9pm on 

Saint Davidôs Day, 1st March 2012; please 

join us! 

 

Mike Harker 0771 747 3935 

Additional information supplied by Ar-

mand Chatfield 

Pub of the Month  - March 

Hollybush  - Salt 

http://www.hollybushinn.co.uk/
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THE RAILWAY INN 

 

CASTLE STREET 

STAFFORD 

01785 607057 

 

Tradition Public House  

Bass, London Pride, and rotating guest ales 

 

Sky Sports 

Beer Garden 

 

Relaxed friendly atmosphere 

Close to the Railway Station 

 

Opening Times: 

MondayðThursday    5ðclose 

FridayðSunday        12ðclose 

 

Also try our other Pub 

The Lamb Inn  Broad Eye 

THE LAMB INN 
 

BROAD EYE 

STAFFORD 

01785-603902 

 

Traditional Public House offering Award 

Winning Cask Ales 

(Bombardier, London Pride, and two Guest 

Ales from the Finest Cask Range) 

 

Cask Marque Accredited 

 

Car parking Available 

Local to Public transport, Town Centre 

Amenities and Lorry Park 

Sporting Events Covered (3 TVs) 

Relaxed Friendly atmosphere 

Welcoming Customers Old and New 

Also try our other PubðThe Railway in 

Castle Street 

GREYHOUND 

COUNTY ROAD ï STAFFORD 
01785 222432 

 

 CAMRA BRANCH PUB OF THE YEAR 2009 

 

· 8 REAL ALES AVAILABLE 

· QUIZ NIGHT TUESDAY EVENING 

· MEET THE BREWER NIGHTS 

· SKY & ESPN SPORTS 

· 3D HD TV 

 

 OPENING TIMES: 4pm ï 1130pm Monday ï Thurs-

day 

3pm ï Midnight Friday 

Noon ï Midnight Saturday 

Noon ï 11pm Sunday 

 

 STEVE & BONITA LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR VISIT 
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BRANCH PUB OF THE YEAR 
CIDER PUB OF THE YEAR 

The latest edition of the CAMRA Good Beer Guide, published in September, 

omitted information about Heart of Staffordshire Branch Pub of the Year & Ci-

der Pub of the Year. 

 

The Swan at Whiston (just to the west of Penkridge) was the worthy winner of 

both awards. 

 

They regularly stock up to 12 ciders, to-

gether with around 6 excellent cask ales. 

Holdenôs Mild & Bitter, together with one 

from the Marstonôs range, and an ever 

changing selection of locally sourced ales 

are on offer. We strongly suggest a visit!! 

 

Mike Harker ï Branch Contact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

{ǘŀũƻǊŘ wƻŀŘΣ ²ŜǎǘƻƴΣ {ǘŀũƻǊŘ 
{ǘŀũƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜ 
{¢му лI¢ 

¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΥ лмууф нтлнус 

¶ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ CŀƳƛƭȅ wǳƴ tǳō 

¶ !ǿŀǊŘ ²ƛƴƴƛƴƎ /ŀǎƪ !ƭŜǎ 

¶ DƻƻŘ ōŜŜǊ DǳƛŘŜ нллф 

¶ IƻƳŜ /ƻƻƪŜŘ CƻƻŘ 

¶ [ŀǊƎŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ 

¶ [ŀǊƎŜ .ŜŜǊ DŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊ tŀǊƪ 

¶ .ǳũŜǘ /ŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ мрлҌ 

¶ vǳƛȊ bƛƎƘǘ 9ǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

 /ŀǎƘ tǊƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϻнлл 

²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǇ ƛƴ ϧ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ DǳŜǎǘ 
!ƭŜǎ ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ aƛŎǊƻ .ǊŜǿŜǊƛŜǎΗ 
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Peel Terrace, 
Stafford  
01785 246562 

 
 

Darts, Poker & Crib 

 
Sky Sports 

 
Beer garden 

 
Cask ales served 

 
 

Wolverhamp-
ton Rd ,  

Stafford  
01785 251717 

 
 

Good food served daily 

 
Live entertainment 

 at weekends 

 
Sky sports 

Pool  

 

 
 

 
Warm atmosphere awaits all 

 
Sky Sports 

 
Pool & Darts 

 
 

Marston Rd ,  
Stafford  
01785 246624 

  
  

Good range of cask ales 
 

Food served daily 
 

Sky Sports 
Pool & Darts 

 

Weston Rd , 

Stafford  
 01785 214762 
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18ð30ish? Enjoy real ale? join Heart of Staffordshire Young CAMRA  

Facebook Page. 
 

Another visit to Lymestoneôs Brewery is planned for February, so keep an eye on the Fa-

cebook page, the last one was a great success We are also in the process of arranging 

some meetings with other Young CAMRA Branches, such as Wolverhampton and Stoke.  

 

After much discussion and planning, we have decided that Young CAMRA should have 

its own Pub of the Season to complement the main branch Pub of the Month. Our choice 

for Autumn is the Royal Exchange in Stone which serves many Titanic and other guest 

ales and appeals to young ale drinkers. The presentation date will be put on our Facebook 

page. Do you know a pub that you think is worthy of this award? Do you think that we 

should be taking a closer look at your area? If so let us know on Facebook and we will go 

and give it a visit. 

 

Keep an eye on Facebook early next year where we plan to have an event , probably in the 

new Lloyds Bar in Stafford.   

 

We have linked up with the Bell at Houghton Facebook Group.  Are you  part of a Face-

book Group that would like to link with Heart of Staffordshire Young CAMRA. 

Hope to meet you soon. 

 

Luisa and Dave (Young CAMRA reps for Heart of Staffordshire Branch )

CAMRA)(luisa.wilkinson@btinternet.com) 
  

Heart of Staffordshire Young CAMRA 
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Mike Harker visited Slaterôs on 27/10/2011 and spoke with Andrew Slater. óMaravillaô 

had won a gold award in the speciality beers class at Peterborough Beer Festival. 

óAmerican Pale Aleô and the óCoffee (Columbia) Stoutô are now on sale. The next 

brews will be 'Mad Jaffa (7% ABV) with orange peel and nutmeg; it will be on sale 

throughout December (it was launched at Dudley Winter Ales Festival, late November). 

A Christmas beer 'Bliston' (4% ABV Ruby Bitter) will also be on sale from December. 

Re-branding is on-going; pump clips are being designed to coincide with the Olympics. 

Bar throws and beer mats are now available. 'Queen Bee' won a gold award in speciality 

beer category at óSIBA Midlands Competitionô, and a bronze in the bottled beer catego-

ry; a label will be on future bottles of 'Queen Beer' regarding the awards. 'Premium' is 

being sold by Tesco as 'Slater's Premium Steak & Ale Mini Pies' in their 'Finest Range'. 

'Why Not' is being re-worked and will become 'Slater's Bitter' (3.6 ABV). Vicky Slater 

is now running the George Hotel. 'Top Totty', 'Why Not' and 'Original' continue to be 

the core beers. 

Mike Harker 

Slaterôs Brewery News 
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Have you ever wondered about 

your  family, where you come from 

what your forebears did, publican? 

brewer? 

 

Professional  genealogy researchers 

can help you find out and even pro-

duce you own unique family histo-

ry record and printed family tree 

For more details email:  

kaluroots@btinternet.com  

or visit our website at 

www.kaluroots.co.uk 

 

Kaluroots 
The Horse and Jockey 
Market Street  Penkridge 

01785 712779 

 

Newly refurbished Traditional Real Ale Pub 

(Four rotated real ales) 

 

Real Log Fires in both Bars. 

 

Food Served   12-7:30 Monday-Friday 

             12-4 Saturday 

Sunday Carvery from 12-3pm.  

Choice of meats with freshly prepared vegeta-

bles and a selection of real ales to compliment 

your food.  

Only Ã6.95 (Ã4.95 senior citizens and chil-

dren meals.) 

 

New CASK MARQUE awarded 

 

Karaoke - Friday and Saturday in the Bar 

Sporting Events on  Sky. 

4* food rating in órate my placeô 
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35 YEARS OF CAROLS 

 

We have been visiting The Anchor at High 

Offley at Christmastime for 35 years. 

Throughout this time Olive has been 

running the pub.  A lovely, truly traditional 

canalside pub alongside the Shroppie. 

 

Together with CAMRA members from 

Wolverhampton Branch we will be visiting on Sunday 18th December - why not 

join us for a pleasant lunchtime drink of 

Wadworth 6X, with a few carols thrown in?  

 

All are welcome from opening time (12 Noon)! 

 

Contact Mike Harker (0771 747 3935) for possible travel details 

 

 

35 Years of Carols 
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1st Monday of the month -Comedy Night  

Wednesdays -Darts Night  

Thursdays -Jam Night  

Saturdays -Live Acoustic Acts  

Sundays - Big Money Quiz  

Sandwiches available ALL DAY  

We are in 2011 GBG  

Your Local in the Town Centre  

 

27 Whiskeys 
 

6 Hand Pumps 

The Swan at Whiston   
Whiston 
Penkridge 
ST19 5QH 

Tel 01785 716200 
Email:  Bookings@swanwhiston.co.uk 

www.swanwhiston.co.uk 
In the Good Beer Guide since 2003 

 
Extensive Food Menu 

Real Ales 
 

Opening Times:- 
            Monð5:00pmð11:00pm 
           Tues-Thurs 12:00pmð3:00 pm  - 5:00pm-11:00pm 
           Friday  12:00pmð3:00pmð5:00pmð12:00pm 
          Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holidays  - Open all day from Noon. 

  

Joxer Brady's 
4 St Martins Place Stafford  

01785 228183 
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The Swan Inn StoneThe Swan Inn StoneThe Swan Inn Stone            

                              

                              Real AleReal AleReal Ale   
9 CASK ALE PUMPS FEATURING  

JJJOHNOHNOHN   JJJOULESOULESOULES   & & & SONSSONSSONS   OLD PRIORY AND LYMESTONELYMESTONELYMESTONE   ALES 

Real MusicReal MusicReal Music   
EVERY WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY AND SATURDAY 

   

Real PeopleReal PeopleReal People   
FRIENDLY, WELCOMING ATMOSPHERE.  

Winners of BEST BAR NONE 2010 

Annual Beer Festival 2nd week JULYAnnual Beer Festival 2nd week JULYAnnual Beer Festival 2nd week JULY. . .    
   
 

Heart of Staffordshire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010 
 

www.swaninnstone.co.uk 
01785 815570 18 Stafford St. Stone, Staffs. ST15 8QW 

The simplest mulled ale is Stout with a Poker.  Simply put a poker in the fire and heat it 

until it is red hot. Slowly plunge the poker into a pint of stout being careful not to let it 

overflow. Drink. What are a few bits of ash in your beer to worry about ï though you 

might like to wash the poker first. 

 

For a slightly posher drink, whisk 3 eggs in a basin. Pour a pint of beer into a saucepan 

and add 1 teaspoon of sugar, a large pinch each of powdered cinnamon, ground ginger 

and ground nutmeg, and half a wineglass of rum or brandy. Heat until nearly boiling, but 

don't let boil.  Add gradually to the eggs, stirring all the time. Pour into a glass and drink. 

(You can use a teaspoonful of honey instead of sugar if you like). 

 

For a warming Cup, bring two pints of good ale just to the boil with a few cloves, a pinch 

of grated nutmeg, peel of a lemon and sugar to taste. Pour half a pint (about 280 ml) sher-

ry into a warm bowl, add the beer and serve. 

 

Another mulled ale. Bring a pint of ale to the boil in a saucepan and set aside. Beat 3 eggs 

and stir them into a quart of milk. Pour into the ale and add ı lb castor sugar and a large 

pinch of nutmeg. Heat gently, stir constantly until the mixture thickens but do not allow 

to boil.  Pour into a jug and stir for two minutes. Serve. 

Mulled Ale ï the real Winter Warmer 
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AA Recommended, AA Pick of the Pubs, 

The Good Pub Guideôs Staffordshire Dining Pub of the 

Year. As recommended in: Les Routiers in Britain - - Pubs 
and Inns Guide 2009: CAMRA ï Good Beer Guide 2009:  

CAMRA ï Good Food Guide 2009: Which? Guide   
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A Canal Trip through Staffordshire 
Reflections of a Visitor   Part 1 

DAY 1 

  

Collected boat at Great Haywood  3ish and of towards Stafford. After 2 hours arrived at 

RADFORD BANK INN and moored up for night. Pub is a Crown Tavern Foodie place, 

but did have 3 real ales. We had Marstonôs Royal Union which was in good condition. 

For those looking for food the carvery seemed to be good value for money. 

From there a 5 minute walk to the SPITTALBROOK which had 6 ales on tap. Between 

us we tried Sharps Doombar and Black Sheep , both of which were in good condition. 

Onwards for another few minutes and into Stafford and the SUN INN.10 real ales were 

available, mainly Titanic. We tried Anchor and Captain Smiths, and again beers were 

good. We could easily have stayed here, but as the purpose of the trip was to get as many 

pubs as possible we moved on to the PICTURE HOUSE,  a Wetherspoon pub. Only 3 

beers available here after Bank Holiday drinking. We had a cheap meal and a pint of 

Ruddles Best in good condition. 

On to the BIRD IN HAND which was a bit of a disappointment with only 1 of 4 hand 

pumps operating , dispensing Courage Best , which to be honest was only average. Next 

was CHAMBERS, which apparently used to be the Hogshead. This was a big, pleasant 

pub with 6 of its 7 hand pumps working. We tried Lymestone Brewery Stone faced 

which was in good condition. On then to the LAMB INN, this had 4 handpumps. We 

had the Sharps Doombar, but this was only average. 

Next was the RAILWAY INN which was looking a bit worse for wear, but did have 3 of 

its 4 pumps working. However the Fullers London Pride was only average; a bit of a let 

down. 

We then stumbled on the PIE AND ALE HOUSE on the main drag. Having spotted 

hand pumps through the window we gave it a try and were glad we did. 6 hand pumps, 

all working, and between us we had Maidenhead Bridge and Slaters Premium Bitter both 

in good condition. The pies looked amazing and the place had ña sexy manager" accord-

ing to the manager himself. Yes, a male. This 

is an excellent pub for those fancying a pie 

and a pint. 

Next to the SWAN HOTEL which was huge 

but empty. 4 beers available and we had 

Shambling Monk from the Market Drayton 

Brewery, but this was only average. By now 

we were ready to get a taxi to take us back to 

the boat. Whilst waiting for it to arrive we 

tried Summerskills Blonde and Limestone 

Brewery Stone the Crow back at the PIC-

TURE HOUSE. Both were good. 

All in all we were quite impressed with Stafford, although being a Monday the place was 

not exactly rocking. 
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ROYAL OAK  

 

High Street  

Church Eaton  

ST20 0AJ  

01785 823078  

www.royaloakchurcheaton.co.uk  

 

Mark Stockhall invites you to visit the 

Royal Oak.  

 CAMRA Good Beer Guide listed for  

6 years   

Banks's Bitter and three guest ales.   

Food available:  

6-9 Tuesday ð Friday  

12 -3 & 6 -9 Saturday  

12 -3 Sunday  

Opening hours:  

5 -11:30 Monday ð Friday  

12 -11:30 Saturday  

12 -9:30 Sunday  

A Country Pub at the centre of 

the County Town 

· Offering Warm Comforta-

ble Surroundings 

· Bookings being taken for 

Christmas 

· Food Served daily 12 ï 

9:30 

· Open for breakfast 7:30 ï 

10:30 

· Attractive bars, 27 Bed-

rooms all ensuite with TV. 

· Cask Ales from all around 

the UK 

· Try our friendly welcome 

 

http://www.royaloakchurcheaton.co.uk

