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Winner of West Midlands CAMRA Branch Magazine Best Newcomer Award
Beer at Heart
The Oxleathers, Highfields is not the sort of pub
that gets much attention from CAMRA. It does not
serve an ever-changing, extensive selection of
lesser-spotted ales. It is not in a picturesque rural
setting. It is not steeped in history. But it is
absolutely everything a pub should be, and then a
bit more.
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I am writing this after the take down of the
beer festival has been completed. Very hard
work over the week, but a lot of happy
customers. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank everybody and every
organisation that helped throughout the
process, from the commencement of
planning in January until now. A further
'wash up' meeting is planned together with a
thank you trip, then it’s time to think about
next year...no doubt there are other details
in this issue.
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This leads me to remind you of the
importance of submitting your beer scores
under the NBSS scheme. Details can be
found in this and other CAMRA publications
and websites. Thank you for your co-
operation. [You sound like Robocop—Ed.]
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The Royal Exchange is our Autumn Pub of
the Season. Join us for the presentation at
the pub at 8pm on Thursday 12th October.
Full write-up in the next issue.

installed straightaway.
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THE GREYHOUND
CAMRA branch Pub of the Season

Winter 2015/16

In the CAMRA Good Beer Guide every year since 2005
8 Real Ales available

Quiz nights Tuesday and Sunday
(entry just £1 per team)
Meet the brewer nights
Sky & BT Sports

Opening times:
4pm—11:30pmMon-Thu
4pm—12midnight Fri
12noon—12midnight Sat
12noon—11pm Sun

The Greyhound
County Road, Stafford ST16 2PU Tel: 01785 222432

Steve and Bonita look forward to your visit
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Festival success

Steven Swain: about to go virile apparently

Another successful festival is complete and
all the hard work and dedication over the
last six months is just a distant memory, but
hey what great memories they are!

Can I take this opportunity on behalf of the
Heart of Staffordshire CAMRA Branch to
thank everyone who has volunteered over
the last ten years, it’s certainly a great
achievement to be celebrating our tenth
iteration of the Festival and this year over
fifty people volunteered over the course of
the week to carry out the setup, take down
and the three days of the festival itself. As I
keep saying “we can’t do it without you!”.

We wanted to make our tenth festival a
memorable one and as you will be aware we
decided on the Pirate theme which we then
used on all our publicity material and new
tulip glasses for this year. I was personally
keen to attract more families along to the
event and in particular the Family Friendly
sessions on the Saturday afternoon: face
painters, bouncy castles, and brass band
were all available and it was great to see so
many mums and dads and their children
joining us on what turned
out to be a beautiful
afternoon weather-wise.
You will also have seen
that some members of the
committee and the
Concert Band took the
theme to a new level and
dressed up and had their
faces painted. The
Captain Pugwash dance
by Steve Swain will live
long in the memory and
went virile over Facebook.
It was great to see the hall
and bars dressed up and
we brought in some
appropriately pirate-
named beers.

We had over
seventy casks of
beer this year.
Ordering it is a
mammoth task in
itself, very time
consuming and also disheartening at times
so personal thanks to Martin Salt who
worked really hard to produce a fantastic
choice of beers and some old favourites.

Steve Swain curated a range of thirty Ciders
and thanks also go to Louise
Carter (Country Wines) and
Phil Vickers (Bottled Beers).

Special mention goes to Norma
and Paul Haycock for the return
of the Tombola and also
agreeing for the MS charity, so
close to Paul’s heart, to take
over for the Saturday. Great to
hear that bell ringing again!!!

Thanks also goes to Hindles for
supplying some really excellent,
quality food this year, it was
great to work with a local
company and I hope we can
work with them again in the
future.

I would also like to thank the

The Mayor popped in for a swift half

Picture
courtesy

ofthe
Express

&
Star
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Advertise with Beer at
Heart and reach 2500+
real ale drinkers and pub
goers in the heart of Staf-
fordshire and beyond

Quarter page - £35
Half page - £55
Full page - £85

Book 4 issues and receive a
£5 discount per issue

TO BOOK EMAIL ANDY
edi-

tor@heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk
OR CALL 07814 864 311

Beer at Heart 30 draft
page 18

Tuesday, 29 August 2017 12:04
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Heart of Staffordshire CAMRA
Uttoxeter & District CAMRA

If you have any complaints over short
measures etc. and have no satisfaction
from the pub in question please contact
Staffordshire Trading Standards:

Tel: 0300 111 8045
E: businessadvice@staffordshire.gov.uk

Post: Staffordshire County Council,
2 Staffordshire Place, Stafford ST16 2DH

Tom Abbott, Frank Bryden, Neil
Butler, Paul Dykta, Robert Flood,
Paul Hewitt, Martin Perry, Kelly
Porter, Phil Vickers, Warwick
Printing and all our advertisers.

Articles, letters and suggestions
for the next issue gratefully
received by the Editor. The next
issue of will appear in
December 2017.
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Branch contact & Chair: Simon Ardron
Email: chair@uttoxetercamra.org
Website: www.uttoxetercamra.org

Beer at Heart

Beer at Heart
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Desert Island Pubs
No. 4: The Wasdale Head Inn, Lake District
Phil Vickers’ pirate ship has run aground in the Lake District…could’ve been worse.

To be stranded in a pub! Often the subject
of a “wouldn't it nice if…” In practical terms
one would need a nice cosy pub (preferably
with a fire in winter), food, good beer, some
sort of accommodation and, ideally, a nice
location too.

I've been to many pubs that could qualify on
most of these but two come to mind offering
complete satisfaction. One would be
England's highest pub, the Tan Hill Inn
near Keld. What a great feeling when it
looms up out of the teeming rain after a hard
day on the Pennine Way—even if you do
have to face Sleightholme Moor the next
day. (On the latter I complained about going
knee-deep in the bog to a passing rambler.
“That's nothing”, he replied, pulling up his
cagoule to demonstrate, “I went in right up
to my b**ls.”)

However, I think I would finally opt for the
Wasdale Head Inn, in the Lake District. For
those who've never been, it is at the
terminus of the road through Wasdale,
home of Wast Water, England's deepest lake.
Surrounded by iconic mountains such as
Scafell Pike (England's highest mountain),
Great Gable and Yewbarrow it is a superb
location. Nearby is England's smallest
church with the graves of early climbers of

the crags. Behind the inn is the ancient
packhorse bridge leading to the nearby Black
Sail pass into Ennerdale, an even more
remote place than Wasdale. No inn here but
there is the famous isolated Black Sail YH
hut below Haystacks, the hill where Alfred
Wainwright had his ashes scattered.

Back at Wasdale Head, you can bed down at
the inn itself, camp on the nearby field or
grab a bunk in their bunkhouse. Meals
always available and a great range of real ale,
nearly always from Lake District micro-
breweries. Fell walking in the day in the
magical Lakes scenery and a convivial place
to imbibe away the evening. What's not to
like? Perhaps one could also take part in the
World's Biggest Liar contest, though the
local liars are fearsome competition. Or try
your hand at gurning while draped with a
horse collar.

I've lost count of the number of times I've
been semi-marooned here. It was an-every-
bank-holiday must-visit destination for
many, many years. Try it – you can't fail to
like it. Add it to your bucket list!

More info: whatpub.com/pubs/CUM/508

Where’s your desert island pub? Email editor@heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk
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