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Beer at Heart is published by the Heart of Staffordshire Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale 

(CAMRA). É CAMRA unless otherwise stated. 

 

The views expressed are those of the authors, and do not necessarily represent those of CAM-

RA, the Heart of Staffordshire Branch or the Editor 

  

Comments, articles, letters etc; 

Contact the Editor at mrs.swords@btinternet.com or  phone Julie on 07779 618438 

 

Beer at Heart Advertising: Mike Harker  2 Herons Close  Stafford ST17 4UF Mobile:  

0771 747 3935  mike.harker60@btinternet.com  

 

Web Site www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk  

 

If you would like a copy of this magazine posted to you 4 times a year please send Ã4 to Mike 

Harker at the above address along with your details. 

 

Trading Standards telephone 08453 303313 

 

http://www.sendspace.com/file/eeznvz 

7th Stafford Beer and Cider Festival. 

 

This issue will hopefully just beat the event of the year our 7th Beer Festival, bigger 

and better than ever.  Running from 31 July - 2 August at The Blessed William 

Howard School - signposted from the Station.   

 

New for this year are  a real lager bar and bottled beer barðwhich will enable you 

to expand your taste buds even further. 

 

The line up for the entertainment includes the Deacons, Sons of Clogger, the ever 

popular Blackwell Concert Band.  Raconteur Story John and Pelo,  So something 

for everyone. 

 

Opening times are: 

 

Thursday 6pm -  10pm 

Friday  11:30 am  - 4pm / 4pm -  11pm 

Saturday 12 noon - 6:30pm / 6:30pm - 10:30pm 

 

Food available until 10pm. 
 

http://www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk
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Bob Jones died in his sleep in the early hours of 

the morning of 1 July. He was a Wolverhamp-

ton councillor from 1980 to 2013, he served on 

the West Midlands Police Authority from 1986 

and became the West Midlands Police and 

Crime Commissioner when the Authority was 

abolished in 2012. It is in this role that most 

people will have known Bob. 

 

Bob was a member of the Tal-y-Llyn Railway, 

a shareholder in the Seven Valley Railway and a member of the National Trust. Bob 

was also a stalwart member of CAMRA, actively involved with Wolverhampton 

Branch and at a national level. He was a vital part of the Wolverhampton Beer Festi-

val from its start. His leadership of the campaign to stop the hostile takeover of 

Banks's (Wolverhampton & Dudley Breweries) by Pubmaster in the 90's was recog-

nised across the West Midlands and in the City as a brilliant success. 

 

Bob served on CAMRA's National Executive for 14 years from 1994. He was Chair 

of CAMRAôs Industry Campaigns which later became the Campaign Strategy Com-

mittee. Bobôs leadership and insight into the political world was invaluable in ena-

bling CAMRA to secure major campaign wins from reform of licensing hours to the 

introduction of small breweries relief. He also served as staffing and finance direc-

tor. His role on the national executive was just part of his tireless work and cam-

paigning for the organisation. At various times he ran the press office and foreign 

beer bar at the Great British Beer Festival which was where I first met him. 

 

He could turn his hand to anything and over the course of his long and distinguished 

CAMRA career he almost certainly did. His passion never let up and he was as com-

mitted to what he thought was right when he stood down from the NE as he was 

when he was elected. His quiet determination and his innate sense of fairness de-

fined him, he stood-up for the rights of everyone, he was a fantastic campaigner who 

was a major contributor to all of CAMRA's campaigning successes over the last 20 

years. 

 

Our thoughts at this time are with Bobôs wife Sarah and his family  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Jones 
1955 - 2014 
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When the local CAMRA branch was formed in June 1974 most of the pubs in the area 

were owned by two of the Big Six national brewers, Bass Charrington and Allied Brewer-

ies. Even then these companies were beginning to think of their pubs in terms of their 

property value rather than their value as outlets for their products. Most of the early dis-

posals were of small properties for conversion to domestic use but demolition for site re-

development was being considered. 

 

Most breweries and homebrew pubs in the area had long since closed, and it was the clo-

sure of the last brewery in the area, Joules of Stone, that was pivotal in the founding of a 

CAMRA branch in the area. Now we are lucky to have Lymestone's and Slaters brewing 

in the area and a number of other breweries nearby. 

 

The breweries with pubs in our area in 1974 were - 

 

Allied Breweries. They owned almost 30 pubs in this area, most of their beers in this area 

came from Ansell's brewery in Birmingham. Mild and bitter were available, but most of 

their pubs sold only pressurised beer. 

 

Banks's. They owned around a dozen pubs in the area, supplying their mild & bitter and 

also Hanson's mild to pubs in our area, most pubs served real draught beer (and yes, 

Banks's is grammatically correct, not Banks'). 

 

Bass Worthington. This was the North Midlands marketing arm of Bass Charrington and 

the big player in our area with about 100 pubs. They were not popular amongst CAMRA 

members at the time for their closure of Joules. Beers such as Draught Bass, Worthington 

E and M&B Dark Mild were available as real ale in some pubs but most served pressur-

ised or keg versions. 

 

Burtonwood. The Warrington brewery owned around half a dozen pubs in the area, most 

served real ale.  

 
Greenall Whitley. The brewery had one outlet and its Wem subsidiary had three or four, all 
selling traditional beers.        

          Continued over   

 

 

Forty Years On 
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Marstons. A guide of the period described their products as "excellent beers, served with-

out gas in most of their pubs." However they only owned about a dozen pubs in the area. 

 

Thwaites. The Blackburn brewery owned three pubs in this area, all serving real ale. 

 

There were also about 15 free houses, mostly in rural areas, but this was the era when free 

houses were more noted for rows of keg fonts than handpumps and only around a third of 

them served real ale. 

 

In 1984 Bass was forced to swap pubs with other breweries in areas where it had a mo-

nopoly, they transferred 11 pubs in our area to Courage and gained Courage pubs in other 

areas, it was not an improvement in the availability of real ale. The later Beer Orders re-

sulted in the national breweries transferring their pubs to pubcos, who were even more 

interested in the bottom line, and even less interested in their customers' needs. 

 

No pubs in the area appeared in the 1st, 1972, Good Beer Guide, but the next edition in 

1974 included the Lamb & Flag, Little Haywood, the Garth Hotel, Stafford (demolished), 

the Wharf, Shebdon Bridge (closed), the George & Dragon, Meaford and the Star in 

Stone. The following year's GBG included 26 of our pubs, 7 of which have since closed. 

 

Only seven pubs in the country have appeared in every edition of the Good Beer Guide, 

up to and including the 2014 Guide. None of ours have achieved that, but our top twenty 

in term of number of appearances are (current entries in bold)  Green Man at Milwich 

(in 35 editions), High Offley Anchor, Oulton Brushmaker's Arms, Uttoxeter Vaults, 

Knighton Haberdasher's Arms, Great Chatwell Red Lion, Marston Fox (closed), 

Haughton Bell, Meaford George & Dragon, Eccleshall George Hotel, Stafford Bird in 

Hand, Stafford Tap & Spile, Eccleshall Bell, Stafford Coach & Horses, Stafford Railway, 

Stafford Sun, Stone Red Lion (closed), Stone Pheasant, Stone Star, Uttoxeter Roebuck 

(closed). In all 125 of our pubs have appeared in one or more editions of the Good Beer 

Guide. 

 

 If memory serves me correctly, beer cost around 22-24p a pint in 1974. The price has 

increased well above the rate of inflation since then. This in part was because over much 

of the period duty on beer increased at about twice the rate of inflation, compared with 

that on spirits which increased at half the rate of inflation. The effects of whisky & brandy 

drinking chancellors or featherbedding the distilling industry? 

 

In its first couple of years the branch held meetings across the area, organised trips to 

Stoke, Manchester and the Black Country, ran its first beer festival and started the tradi-

tion of carol singing at the Anchor in December. Starting as they meant to go on, happy 

birthday CAMRA in Staffordshire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forty years on - Continued 
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Hi fellow Uttoxeter drinkers. This is the first of a regular newsletter. This edition may be 

shorter than normal due to an early publishing deadline. However the idea is to keep read-

ers in the Uttoxeter area informed. I know that several CAMRA members in Uttoxeter 

feel isolated and ignored by Heart of Staffordshire CAMRA This was not meant to come 

across as it seems to have done; it is more a logistics matter. We all know how poorly we 

are served  by public transport. Getting to or from Uttoxeter late at night other than by car 

is pretty hopeless. The last train back from Derby is around 20.40 with a slightly later one 

back from Stoke. 

 

Although I am often out and about, if anybody has any news on pubs in the area, I will be 

pleased to hear from you. I am particularly interested to hear from Publicans ïare you 

organising any events, beer festivals etc?  Please use the contact details shown later. 

 

Out and about  
 

Just down Church Lane in Marchington you will find the excellent DOG AND PAR-

TRIDGE. The landlord Paul Needham is a keen CAMRA supporter and always has 3 

guest ales from Breweries not usually seen in Uttoxeter plus Bass as a regular. If visiting, 

donôt forget your CAMRA membership card as Paul is offering 20p off a pint on presenta-

tion. There is also a loyalty scheme- buy 8 pints, get your loyalty card stamped at the bar 

and the next pint is free. The two offers are, at the moment, being run in tandem. There is 

a popular Restaurant and on Sunday early evenings, the pub hosts a music session. The 

pub also runs the Marchington beer festival which this year sees the 4th event being held in 

the village hall on Friday 8th and Saturday 9th August. I understand that there will be 

around 14 different beers on offer plus 5/6 ciders. Opening times of the festival are 5-12 

Friday and 4-12 Saturday-entrance is Ã3.50. Well worth a visit to this pub and the festival- 

only 3 miles out of town. 

 

The Old Swan is our local Wetherspoonôs outlet. They have 8 hand pumps, easily the 

best choice in town. As well as regular ales, popular with locals, the pub normally has 2/3 

guest ales on offer. Donôt forget to visit on a Monday when they have an ale club. On my 

last visit I had a pint from Lymestone for Ã1.99, excellent value and in tiptop condition 

too. Donôt forget your CAMRA Wetherspoonôs vouchers for another 50p off!! 

 

The Vaults in the Market Place is probably the only traditional pub in town. Good con-

versation, good ale. No television or food. On my last visit there were 5 hand pumps all 

displaying a Bass pump clip. I understand that there are no guest ales. The Bass that I 

sampled ( obviously) was superb. One of several Punch Taverns in town. Hours are 1-

11pm Monday-Thursday, 12-12 Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Toilets are outside down a 

side alley. 

 

 

Daveôs BlogðNews from Uttoxeter Area 
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Finally, we are encouraged to set up a Uttoxeter sub branch of CAMRA. We only need 

4 interested members to make it work, so if anybody feels that this would be a good 

idea, please get in touch. The benefits are several, not least that we would have up to 3 

entries in the Good Beer Guide. There are several good pubs and good beer to be sam-

pled in the area but how many entries do we currently have in Uttoxeter town-thatôs 

right-nil!!! I am not pretending that I will run such a branch but I do have a venue in 

mind for an initial meeting and can get somebody to come along from our parent branch 

to talk to us about how to go about it. 

 

Well thatôs all for this time-more next issue. Happy drinking in the Uttoxeter area. 

 

Contact: 07504 782901 

E-mail: davefel@felthouse.fslife.co.uk 
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Pub News 

The Red Lion at Great Chatwell has been taken over by Richard Bond who's brother runs the 

White Lion at Ketley. He is making great improvements and the pub is becoming very popu-

lar. It is a great destination for walkers, cyclists & motorists in the western part of the county. 

Details are on WhatPub, search for Red Lion Great Chatwell 

 
The regulars at the Red Lion Derrington have succeeded in their campaign to get the popular 

Damian Rawlinson back to run the pub. It is well worth dropping in if you are walking or 

cycling along the former Stafford-Newport railway track. There is a threat to the pub as a 

developer wishes to build houses on the site. As the sign says, use it or lose it. 

Search WhatPub for Red Lion Derrington for information about the pub. 

 

To complete a trio of Red Lions, the lease on the pub of that name in Rocester is for sale and 

it is currently being run by a temporary manager. 

 

The regulars of the Rickerscote Arms are fighting to save their pub from demolition, a plan-

ning application has been submitted to build houses on the site. The Branch has objected to 
the planning application. The developers claimed that there were sufficient pubs in the imme-

diate area to satisfy need and one pub within half a mile. The latter is presumably the Royal 

Oak which serves a different customer base. Where are the other pubs in the area? 

 

The George Hotel in Eccelshall seems to be back on the market, if you have Ã495,000 to 

spare go to http://www.sidneyphillips.co.uk/fulldetails.php?prn=31394 for details. 

 

The Dapple Grey in Uttoxeter is now a Marston's Two for One Pizza kitchen with a rather 

garishly coloured pizza oven on the patio at the front of the pub. Continuing the Italian theme 

in Uttoxeter, the Plough now has an Italian restaurant. 

 
The Wheatsheaf in Oulton, which has been closed and for sale since 2012 appears to have 

been sold. The Wharf at Shebdon Bridge has also been sold and a house conversion seems 

likely here. 

 

The Crown Hotel is Stone has re-opened, we await further reports from our Stone corre-

spondents. 

 

The Water Mill (Nags Head, Vision) in Stafford, has been gutted and there are stories that it 

is to be a fish & chip restaurant. Meanwhile work slowly progresses on the Island (Malt & 

Hops, Dirty Duck, King William IV) it was rumoured that it was being converted into an 

Indian restaurant but that has not been confirmed. 
 

It was announced that Mitchell and Butler were to buy 175 Orchid Group pubs and the re-

mainder of Orchid's pubs were being put up for sale. Of the two Orchid pubs in our area the 

Seven Stars at Brocton is still trading while the White Hart Hotel in Uttoxeter has been 

closed for some time for refurbishment and is now on the market  

http://www.sidneyphillips.co.uk/fulldetails.php?prn=31394
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THE KINGS ARMS 

11-12 Peel Terrace 

Stafford 

ST16 3HB 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam & Andy offer you a warm welcome to the Kings Arms. 
 

The pub features a large beer garden, with an outside TV screen showing 

SKY Sports; ideal for watching the footie! Other screens are available when 

the weather is poor. 

 

A selection of cask ales is available and includes Bass & Celtic Gold as regu-

lars, with a rotation of guest 

ale. 

 

Several teams play at the 

pub, including darts & crib-

bage. 

 

On Friday nights snacks are 

available (pork pies etc.) 

 

So come and visit our pub 

which is open 12:00-00:30, 7 

days a week. 

Kings Arms, Stafford 

This is an advertising feature 


